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C. B. Widmeyer 
Rumblings of a financial nature 
by Warren Hoffman 
One morning, as we were waking 
up, the bed began to rock. Startled, 
Connie and I realized the whole bun-
galow was swaying. Later we learned 
in the news that we had felt the 
tremors of an earthquake centered 40 
miles away. 
Anyone living along the San 
Andreas fault in Southern California, 
as we were at the time, is familiar 
with tremors and minor earthquakes. 
They also know that, sooner or later, 
the geological forces building up 
along the fault line erupt in a major 
earthquake, like the devastating San 
Francisco earthquake in 1989. 
At the end of last year congrega-
tional treasurers felt not a geological 
but an economic tremor—a sharp 40 
percent increase in the cost of health 
insurance for pastoral families. For 
some congregations this is a mild 
shock in budget building. For others it 
is a major quake. At one congregation 
in the Atlantic Conference—Hunlock 
Creek—the cost of health insurance 
for the pastoral family is now half of 
the annual budget! I am confident that 
Don Zook and his team at Brethren in 
Christ Stewardship Services will find 
a way to offer some relief to congre-
gations. 
But there is something that con-
cerns me more than this immediate 
financial tremor. Massive pressures 
are building up in our economic sys-
tem which, sooner or later, will erupt 
in a financial earthquake! These pres-
sures are building throughout our 
economy along the fault line of greed 
and financial irresponsibility. 
Most simply stated, the U.S. gov-
ernment is spending more money 
than it receives. The national debt is 
accumulating, with no end in sight, 
and before long will exceed our abil-
ity to repay. The result will be an eco-
nomic earthquake which may be cata-
strophic. 
The savings and loan industry has 
already collapsed. The Texas and 
Oklahoma "oil patch" hit a depres-
sion in the 1980s and the industry, 
which had been stimulated by loose 
loan standards, disintegrated. Now 
taxpayers are absorbing the losses at a 
cost of $400 billion. 
Banks are in jeopardy. Not strong 
hometown banks like the Union 
National Mount Joy Bank, to be sure. 
But some of the biggest banks in the 
country: the Chase Manhattan, New 
York City Bank, Chicago Bank and 
Trust and Bank of America. Investors 
are relying on the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (FDIC) which 
insures deposits up to $100,000 per 
account. But the savings and loan col-
lapse has severely depleted the 
FDIC's reserve funds. What is there 
now to shore up the big banks when 
they fail? 
Insurance companies are also in 
trouble. Even in the Great Depression 
no major insurance company failed. 
Yet in the last 10 years, 52 insurance 
companies have gone under, default-
ing on millions of unpaid claims. 
It is no news that the retirement 
accounts of Baby Boomers may dis-
appear with a bang when the Social 
Security system busts. What is less 
widely known is that the current 
Social Security surpluses, which will 
be needed when the Boomers retire, 
are being diverted to defray the annu-
al budget deficits, at the rate of $30 
billion a year. 
The most obvious pressures are 
building in the health care industry. 
Health care costs are out of control. 
The price of any kind of health insur-
ance is escalating. Voters are frustrat-
ed. And politicians are sure to pro-
mote and obtain some kind of nation-
al health insurance within a few years. 
However well conceived, any plan 
for governmental health insurance 
will likely not survive the AIDS 
plague. At the present time, health 
care costs through the lifespan of a 
symptomatic AIDS patient are 
approximately $175,000. At this rate 
the cost of caring for 1,000 AIDS 
patients is $175 million. According 
to current projections there will be 4 
million AIDS patients in this decade. 
Can you imagine what will happen 
when these astronomical expenses hit 
a national health care system? 
With unrelenting pressures build-
ing toward a financial earthquake, 
what can we do? 
For one, we can be patient with 
Don Zook as he works with the 
Brotherhood Health Plan. He is grap-
pling with a crisis that is far larger 
than an affordable health plan for pas-
tors. Don and all of us are being 
swept along by forces largely beyond 
our control. 
Two, we can remind ourselves that 
no matter what happens, God is in 
control. Nothing can separate us from 
the love of God, not even the crum-
bling of economic foundations. 
Three, we can evangelize. When 
people are desperate, they cry out to 
the Lord in their trouble. A financial 
crisis may produce the greatest oppor-
tunity to witness that we have seen 
in decades. 
Four, we can get out of debt and 
stay out. Every dollar borrowed in-
creases our vulnerability. One thing 
we can do before the "big quake" 
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comes is to secure as many of our 
assets as we can—businesses, homes, 
cars, and church facilities. Then what-
ever resources are left to us as house-
holds and congregations can be used 
to care for people who lose jobs, 
homes, and life savings. 
In this light, it is hardly reassuring 
that the congregations and agencies 
of the Atlantic Conference carry a 
combined indebtedness of $2.5 mil-
lion. As of November 30, 1991, the 
combined amount of total indebted-
ness of all the regional conferences 
(excluding Canada) was $9,485,839. 
As each additional congregation bor-
rows, we add more to it. 
The time has come to turn away 
from borrowing as a quick way to 
proceed with building and facility 
development. This does not mean that 
we cannot renovate, expand, or build 
facilities. Nor does it mean that we 
must rush to pay off existing indebt-
edness, though that may be prudent. It 
does mean that we must exercise fore-
sight and restraint so that we can pro-
ceed with facility development with-
out incurring any indebtedness. 
We cannot blithely continue the 
same financial patterns and practices 
we have used for the past 30 years. 
The times, they are a-changin'! How 
soon, we do not know. But we are 
feeling the initial tremors. These early 
indicators point to the "big one" that 
is coming. When this economic earth-
quake erupts, everything will come 
tumbling down. 
We in the church will be hit along 
with everyone else. Some of us will 
experience God's supernatural provi-
sion. Some will suffer through no 
fault of our own. Others will suffer 
because of our own foolish decisions. 
We cannot avert, but we can perhaps 
mitigate, the impact of widespread 
financial catastrophe. To manage this, 
though, we must pay attention to the 
warning tremors. We must wake up to 
the need for urgent preparation. • 
Warren Hoffman is bishop of the Atlantic 
Regional Conference, and lives in Elizabeth-
town, Pa. He notes, "Some of the statistics 
come from Larry Burkett's most recent book, 
The Coming Economic Earthquake (Moody 
Press, 1991), available at your nearest 
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In the previous two articles, we 
have looked at what a church should 
be. First, a true church is a group of 
people each of whom has come to 
believe the unique claims of Jesus 
Christ as Son of God and Savior of 
the world. The church is, then, a gath-
ering of believers; anyone not a 
believer in Jesus Christ as Savior and 
Lord does not rightly belong as a 
member of a church. 
Then we focused on what a church 
does when its members come togeth-
er. We highlighted worship and edifi-
cation. We also took a look at the 
"one another" passages in the epis-
tles and thought a bit about what it 
means to be committed to one anoth-
er in such a way that we give, receive, 
and grow spiritually, and progres-
sively become like Jesus. 
Now let's be hypothetical and say 
we are perfectly fulfilling all these 
things. Let's say that every one of us 
is solid in our commitment to Jesus, 
and have the assurance that if we died 
This is the third and final article in the 
series by David Hall, pastor of the Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., congregation. 
before this day was over, we would 
go to be with our Lord. Let's say, too, 
that when we go to church Sunday 
after Sunday, we consciously feel 
God's presence and always give him 
our praise, honor, and adoration. 
What's more, let's assume that we 
all understand what edification is, are 
committed to it, and do it. We only 
have to look at one another for the 
verse from Ephesians 4:13 to come 
to mind (where it reads, "until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and 
become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ"). To become like Jesus and to 
help everyone else do the same is our 
highest priority. In other words, I'm 
assuming for the moment that we all 
know Jesus, we regularly worship 
him, and we're helping one another 
grow in spiritual knowledge and obe-
dience. 
As glorious as that might sound, 
and would be, we would not be faith-
ful as a church if that alone described 
us. The church does not exist only to 
give us a means of corporate worship, 
or as a place where we can come 
apart from a sinful world and learn a 
new way of life. The church is also 
God's way of bringing hope and life 
and peace to that sinful world. We 
have a task to do that takes us outside 
the walls of the church. That's why I 
say that evangelism is the outward 
look. 
Too often our outward look is not motivated by evangelism. We look out on a world full of 
perplexity, hostility, and immorality, 
and are glad that we have a relatively 
safe place like the church where we 
can, in a sense, hide away. At its 
worst, non-Christians are threats to 
our security; at its best, they are peo-
ple with whom we have an uneasy 
detente. Maybe we work with them, 
live beside them, or even share in 
some common activity with them, but 
there's an unspoken agreement to 
leave religion out of the relationship. 
It's altogether possible that we do not 
even think in terms of Christian and 
non-Christian with our close acquain-
tances. Then, non-Christians become 
only those people who do all the ter-
rible things we hear about, but never 
see. Maybe we have even fallen into 
the popular way of thinking that says 
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by David L. Hall 
my faith is good for me, but whatev-
er makes the other person happy is 
OK too. 
One of the main reasons that we 
lose our evangelistic perspective is 
that, for one reason or another, we get 
closer to the world than we are to 
God. To see people from God's point 
of view—even a little bit—means we 
have to be close to God. How is 
God's purpose of an earth full of his 
people going to happen if those who 
already belong to him do not share 
that vision? Perhaps no other activity 
of Christian people reveals their true 
spiritual state better than their com-
mitment to evangelism. A church full 
of people who have no vision for 
evangelism is a church that has lost 
touch with the heart of God. 
Other things can be substituted so 
that there is a semblance of life. A 
big emphasis can be placed on the 
Christian lifestyle. A lot of activity 
can be generated within programs for 
both the church itself as well as the 
community. Usually, the one charac-
teristic of those programs is that they 
are safe and easily managed. There 
is little to cause offense. There is lit-
tle that calls for the people in the 
church to really put their faith in God 
to the test. The priority for all of 
life—even church life—is personal 
peace and security. Church life, in 
those circumstances, is usually in-
grown. The one criterion that judges 
all decisions, at least subconsciously, 
is whether a particular program or 
ministry will leave people comfort-
able. In short, it is the difference 
between life merely governed by stat-
ic religion or life that is in dynamic 
touch with the living God. And only 
those lives who are in touch with God 
understand his purposes and make 
them a part of their lives. 
One of those purposes is that the 
whole earth will be full of God's 
glory. That was God's design when 
he created man and woman. God's 
glory rested on those human beings, 
and an earth full of a humanity of that 
nature would have meant an earth full 
of God's glory in a very unique way. 
Rather than be defeated in his pur-
pose, God designed another way for 
people to know his glory once the 
earth was subjected to the fall. Let 
me just affirm once again, the world 
as we now know it is not what God 
intended. We can only glimpse by 
faith a bit of what it will be like one 
day, as God has purposed. One day it 
will be remade in the order of what 
God first had in mind. 
But for that to happen, people 
belonging to God must fill the new 
earth, because the one thing that it 
seems God isn't going to create again 
is people. He will fill his new earth 
with the old earth people whom he 
has redeemed. That's one way to look 
at the whole unfolding story of salva-
tion in the Scriptures. God has 
worked to turn the chaos we've cre-
ated into something consistent with 
what he wanted from the very begin-
ning. Let's consider a few examples 
from the Bible. 
When Adam and Eve first sinned, 
God could have destroyed them and 
started over. Instead, he promised the 
woman that she would bring salva-
tion to her offspring. When God 
judged the earth in Noah's day he 
could have made a clean sweep and 
started over. But again he purposed to 
save the human creation. By the time 
And we, who with 
unveUedfaces all 
reflect the Lord's 
glory, are being trans-
formed into his (One-
ness with ever-increas-
ing glory, which comes 
from the Lord, who is 
the Spirit. 
(2Corinthians 3:18) 
17/ e god of this age 
has Blinded the minds 
of unbelievers, so that 
they cannot see the 
ligh t of the gospel of 
the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of 
Qod. for we do not 
preach ourselves, but 
Jesus Christ as Lord, 
and ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus' 
sake. J-or Qod, who 
said, "Let light shine 
out of darkness," made 
his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the 
light of the knowledge 
of the glory of Qod in 
the face of Christ. 
(2 Corinthians 4:4-6). 
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we get to Abraham, there is the prom-
ise that through him all the nations of 
the earth will be blessed (Gen 12:3b). 
The prophet Micah still had that 
vision over a thousand years later. He 
wrote about a day when the nations of 
the earth would stream to Jerusalem 
to learn the true God. It would be a 
time of universal peace, and all the 
nations would know the one true God 
as their Lord (Mic. 4:1-5). Then 
there's Habakkuk's prophecy of 
God's purpose becoming reality: "For 
the earth will be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea" (2:14). 
When we come to the New Testa-
ment, even more of this purpose of 
God comes to light. There is die gen-
eral statement in 1 Timothy that God 
"wants all people to be saved and to 
come to a knowledge of the truth" 
(2:4). Matthew, of course, closes his 
gospel with what we now call The 
Great Commission, where Jesus com-
mands: "Therefore go and make dis-
ciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have com-
manded you" (28:19-20). 
I do not want us to hear these 
words of commission to evangelize 
and then go out thinking we have to 
look for someone we can convert. 
What I want us to do today is see a bit 
of the scope of what God is doing and 
a bit of wonder because he has given 
us a part in it. I wish every one of 
you would do a study of the word 
glory. Here are a few thirigs you 
might discover: 
1. Only God has glory; any other 
glory that a person or thing might 
have is derived from God. 
2. God desires that his creation 
share his glory; it shows in a tangible 
way who he is. 
3. People who know Jesus have 
this glory because Jesus had the full-
ness of God's glory and he lives in 
those who know him. 
4. Evangelism is the work of those 
who already have a share in God's 
glory, passing it on to those who do 
not. 
How often do you think of yourself 
as someone in whom the glory of God 
resides? And how often do you think 
about evangelism as telling others 
m 




Carol Anne Friesen, whose hus-
band Terry pastors the Lakeside Com-
munity Brethren in Christ Church in 
Calgary, Alberta, wrote the following 
letter after attending one of the twen-
ty-five church growth equipping sem-
inars which were held throughout the 
denomination since last fall. 
By now, the leadership of every 
Brethren in Christ congregation in 
North America has participated in a 
"strategic growth seminar." I am 
very thankful that our denomina-
tional leaders were visionary enough 
to put forth this effort in our church. 
"Strategic growth" will involve 
rethinking our purposes; re-evaluat-
ing our methods; and, yes, work. 
But what better work to be about 
than "my Father's business"? What 
better way to spend my life than ful-
filling Jesus' Great Commission, to 
go and make disciples of all people? 
And what greater privilege than to 
be in partnership with the God of all 
the ages? 
Perhaps I feel so strongly about 
this because I grew up in a home 
where the motto that hung on the 
wall said "Only one life, 'twill soon 
be past; Only what's done for Christ 
will last." The strategic growth sem-
inar that I participated in will help 
me fulfill mat motto with a greater 
clarity of vision, stronger determi-
nation to succeed, and a greater 
sense of brotherhood as I know other 
Brethren in Christ congregations are 
working along side of me to accom-
plish the same end: encouraging 
people to "Meet Jesus and Make 
Friends." 
This latter slogan that was cho-
sen for our denominational emphasis 
and its accompanying logo sum up 
for me the whole concept. When we 
were asked to critique the logo and 
slogan at our seminar, I modified the 
logo somewhat and came up with 
yet another idea. Why not put the 
slogan and the modified logo on a T-
shirt and make them available to 
churches across the denomination? 
This would help encourage partici-
pation, heighten awareness, and gen-
erate enthusiasm for the whole 
strategic growth process. To my 
knowledge, there has never been a 
denominational T-shirt, yet through 
such a simple tool, unity can be fos-
tered among our body, reaching the 
four corners of our continent and 
perhaps beyond. T-shirts bearing all 
types of messages have become the 
"in thing" in the world around us. 
The T-shirts have been previewed 
by several congregations and church 
leaders and were received favorably. 
They're a great conversation starter 
and a wonderful way to display and 
share what's so close to your heart! 
"Strategic growth" will take our 
denomination into the next century 
and beyond, should the Lord tarry. I 
believe great things are in store for 
the Brethren in Christ through this 
emphasis. I'm glad we together can 
be part of God's unfolding plan. 
Order forms were mailed to each 
congregation in North America, with 
the note that orders received by May 
30 would be ready for pickup at 
General Conference. For more infor-
mation, call Carol Anne Friesen at 
(403) 256-4537. U 
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how to be a part of the glory as well? 
Too often we think of evangelism as 
this big job we have to do, and we 
don't think of God being in us to 
enable us. But before we ever had any 
understanding of witnessing and 
evangelism, God purposed that the 
whole earth would be full of his glory 
through his indwelling of his people. 
That's what we're called to be part 
of. 
There's something else, though. Whenever we are privileged to share in something wonderful, 
we also have an accompanying 
responsibility. If we are called to 
invite others to share in the glory of 
God, then we must take seriously 
what our lives say about the glory of 
God. That is true in both a personal 
and corporate way. 
Our first responsibility is the task 
God has given us. God has chosen to 
use people who already know him to 
take his gospel of grace and peace to 
those in the world who do not know. 
That means that God's purpose 
becoming reality partly depends on 
us (and when I say "us," I'm speaking 
in the context of a believers' church). 
But think about this—how will God's 
purpose be realized if every other 
Christian is no more or less commit-
ted to spreading the gospel than you 
or I? 
There is even some indication that 
God has intentionally limited the con-
summation of his purpose until we 
get the task of world evangelization 
done. As Jesus talked to his disciples 
about the final days, he said these 
words which are written in Matthew 
24:14: "And this gospel of the king-
dom will be preached in the whole 
world as a testimony to all nations, 
and then the end will come." That 
means we can't truly pray "Thy king-
dom come" and we can't really say 
"Even so, come Lord Jesus" unless 
we are serious about this outward 
look of evangelism. It's an awesome 
responsibility. 
There are other responsibilities. I 
will just mention two of them, both in 
two contexts. The first context is in 
our personal lives. We each need to 
do two things in this matter of evan-
gelism. First we need to model the 
/ challenge each 
of us to open 
ourselves to 
spreading the 
glory of God. We 
do not need 
to begin with a 
special program; 
we need only 
begin with an 
attitude of open-
ness to God and 
the opportunities 
he brings into 
our lives. 
gospel, then we need to "mouth" it. 
There's little need to talk if there's 
not a life to back it up; but once 
there's the life it needs a verbal expla-
nation. Peter wrote in his letter, "But 
in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord 
[that will take care of modeling the 
gospel.] . . . Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks 
you to give the reason for the hope 
that you have" (1 Peter 3:15). You 
see, if we are living in the reality of 
an ongoing relationship with God, 
people will want to know what it is 
that is different about us. We need to 
be able to give a good answer. That is 
individual witness. 
The second context is in our cor-
porate church life. As a group of 
Christians we need to learn how to 
witness together. The same two man-
dates apply, only I'll list them in 
reverse order. As a congregation, we 
need to "mouth" the gospel. That's 
what we're all about. We're not a 
political movement, a social agency 
or a fellowship club)—although there 
may be some hints of those things as 
we faithfully proclaim the gospel. But 
the center of our message must be the 
good news that is centered in Jesus 
Christ. The name of Jesus has the pri-
ority in true Christian witness. 
If a church body is truly going to 
be faithful in evangelism, it means 
not only making the name of Jesus 
central in our proclamation, but also 
the ways of Jesus must also be evi-
dent in our life together. Can you 
imagine the attraction that a local 
congregation could have if everyone 
was committed to the goal of the 
glory of God being manifested in 
everything they do? That's what God 
wants, remember. He wants his glory 
to be reflected in our lives, individu-
ally and corporately, so those who do 
not yet know the glory will see it and 
want it. 
I challenge each of us to open our-
selves to spreading the glory of God. 
We do not need to begin with a spe-
cial program; we need only begin 
with an attitude of openness to God 
and the opportunities he brings into 
our lives. New people come to our 
services almost weekly. Some of 
them already know the Lord, but oth-
ers may not. Either way, we can be 
committed to sharing God's glory 
with new people who come—but that 
means we must live in the perspective 
of his glory being with us. 
Is God's glory on us? Are we truly 
his re-born children? Are we his wor-
shiping community? Are we commit-
ted to being like Jesus and helping 
each other do the same? If we are, we 
cannot help but be people who pass 
the glory on to others. 
Someday the full glory will hap-
pen. As Habakkuk foretold, "The 
earth will be filled with the knowl-
edge of the glory of God as the waters 
cover the sea." The question for us 
today is whether we are a part of 
making it happen. That is what evan-
gelism is all about—really knowing 
God's glory to be a part of our lives, 
and then sharing it with someone else. 
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Under an organization called 
Operation Serve, a group of 50 evan-
gelical pastors and church leaders 
participated in a short-term mission 
to Russia. I learned about the trip at a 
pastors' breakfast in Buffalo, N.Y., 
and soon realized that my desire to 
be a participant was of God. The deci-
sion to go was then confirmed by the 
many brothers and sisters in Christ, 
who prayed and gave financially 
toward its success. 
The time we invested was short, 
but the long-term effect is immeasur-
able. From February 1 through 8, we 
were privileged to see hundreds of 
people, young and old, publicly 
respond to gospel invitations by invit-
ing Jesus Christ into their lives. The 
openness to the gospel was not unlike 
what is written in the book of Acts. 
Given the right kind of leadership, 
churches literally could be planted 
overnight. The spiritual hunger is 
unlike anything I have ever heard or 
read about. 
Jeffrey House is pastor of the Clarence 
Center congregation, N. Y. 
When we arrived in St. Petersburg, 
we divided up and experienced a 
variety of ministries. Our first job was 
to sort out the ton, to ton and a half of 
medical supplies we brought with us. 
Several persons volunteered to deliv-
er the supplies to a local hospital, and 
were given the opportunity to share 
the gospel with a group of about 200 
staff and patients. Another group vis-
ited an orphanage and donated the 
processed meat that we packed with 
our clothes. Our faith was shared in 
word and deed, and there was close to 
a unanimous response to receive 
Christ wherever we went. After each 
evangelistic presentation, we distrib-
uted a Russian book containing a har-
mony of the gospels on the life of 
Christ. It included the gospel text with 
easy to read explanations, instructions 
for Christian living, and God's plan of 
salvation. 
Freedom in the schools 
and streets 
In two villages outside of St. 
Petersburg we split up and gave gos-
pel presentations in the public schools 
during the day, and held a total of six 
evangelistic rallies in three rented 
theaters at night. 
For three days we held many as-
semblies in a variety of schools. Each 
assembly consisted of a greeting, per-
sonal testimonies, and a simple gospel 
message. When the invitations were 
given, it was a blessing beyond words 
to see and hear both students and 
teachers stand and publicly pray to 
invite Jesus into their hearts. In the 
largest assembly, there were an esti-
mated 2,000 students. Most of them 
had 100-200 in attendance. We con-
cluded each assembly with follow-up 
instructions about living as a disciple 
of Christ, and distributed the Book of 
Life. 
Everyone in the schools went out 
of their way to make us feel welcome. 
After one of the assemblies, a teacher 
and her young daughter insisted that I 
receive gifts to take home for my chil-
dren, Sarah and Mark. The warmth 
we experienced from the Russian 
people was beyond my expectations. 
They were far removed from the 
"communist" stereotype of our 
Western culture. 
At the end of each assembly, we 
invited the students and teachers to 
attend the evening evangelistic meet-
ings in the area theaters. They were 
encouraged to bring their family and 
friends. We then distributed literature 
on a street near the theater where the 
meeting was to be held, and invited 
people to attend. Arriving a half-hour 
early, I was surprised to see that the 
auditorium was half full. There were 
many children from the schools car-
rying their Book of Life and eagerly 
sitting with their parents. We were 
also thrilled to see that many of the 
people were those whom we invited 
on the street. By the time we set up 
and began the service the theater was 
full. 
Instantaneous congregations 
After a rather lively time of praise 
and worship, we shared testimonies 
and gave a children's Christmas story. 
A Russian brother then gave a pow-
erful evangelistic message. Without 
any hesitation, when the invitation 
was given, everyone stood and prayed 
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a responsive prayer of repentance and 
faith in Christ. We could not under-
stand the words being spoken, but we 
could sense the powerful presence of 
the Holy Spirit as the Russian people 
opened their hearts and received Jesus 
as their Lord and Savior. 
While we were distributing the 
Book of Life, songs of praise and wor-
ship were led from the platform. 
When I stood at the back door shak-
ing hands as the people were leaving, 
it was evident that the Lord had min-
istered to many of them. 
On the following night, it was 
reported that the attendance in all 
three theaters was nearly double that 
of the first night, with standing room 
only. In the larger village of Tosno, 
there were 800 people on the first 
night, and 1,100 the second night. 
Our only regret was that we did not 
have enough pastors available to 
work with these people. There was 
no doubt in our minds, given pastoral 
leadership, three churches could have 
been planted. 
A Russian meets Christ 
It was also a blessing to hear how 
the Lord was working in the lives of 
our Russian brothers and sisters. 
Nicoli, a Russian believer who joined 
us in St. Petersburg, spent six years of 
his life in prison because of his faith. 
Separated from his wife and children, 
and forced to sleep on a prison floor, 
he was approached three times by the 
KGB who wanted to "negotiate." 
They said, "If you cooperate with us 
we will release you." He refused their 
plea bargaining. Later, when com-
menting about his future plans, Nicoli 
assured us: "My life is on the altar 
for God." We believed him. 
Nicoli told us his Christian testi-
mony, flavored with an informative 
commentary concerning the godless-
ness of communism. He spoke while 
we were travelling on a tour bus 
through a translator named Mariena. 
She was one of our Russian tour 
guides employed by a government In-
tourist agency. She was not a believ-
er and had only a faint knowledge of 
who Christ was. Now, here she was 
translating Nicoli's soul stirring sto-
ries over the bus RA. system. Nicoli 
then began to joke about how her 
gray hairs were caused by the many 
problems of their country. As he 
spoke of Mariena in the third person 
pronoun, she translated what he was 
saying about her in the first person. 
He said that Christ could help her 
with these many hardships, but that 
she needed to have him in her heart. I 
will never forget how special that 
moment was as Mariena translated 
what Nicoli was saying about her 
need for Christ. Mariena laughed with 
us at Nicoli's unwavering zeal for 
Christ. We all sensed that the Lord 
was using this experience to bring her 
to himself. 
Several hours later Mariena testi-
fied to a group of us on the bus that 
she had given her life to the Lord. It 
was quite obvious that God had not 
only saved her, but also filled her with 
his Spirit. She explained how she felt 
compelled to join us, and on her own 
free time she volunteered to help 
translate the gospel. We were amazed 
at her boldness in the Lord. She trans-
lated salvation testimonies and a pow-
erful evangelistic message which was 
given in a prison camp where 500 had 
gathered for a service. 
Setting captives free 
Since Nicoli's freedom from prison 
he has returned to serve as a part-time 
prison chaplain. It was through him 
that we were able to visit the camp 
and share the gospel. Mariena trans-
lated as we met with the camp com-
mandant, and told him how Jesus 
Christ can bring true reform in a per-
son's life. It was significant to learn 
that he was the same commandant 
who had been in command when 
Nicoli was a prisoner. What a testi-
mony of God's grace to openly share 
our faith and show the love of God to 
military officials, who only a short 
time before were employed by a sys-
tem that arrested and imprisoned 
believers like us. Before our meeting 
adjourned, we met the prison doctor 
and donated two large suitcases full 
of supplies. 
By this time the worship team had 
set up their equipment in the main 
auditorium and were singing gospel 
songs. When we arrived we were 
greeted with the applause of approx-
imately 500 prisoners. The seats were 
full with many of the prisoners stand-
ing in the aisles. Two persons from 
our group shared personal testimonies 
of faith in Jesus Christ. Ian, a full-
time prison chaplain in New York, 
preached a fervent evangelistic mes-
sage. Mariena translated beautifully. 
She expressed the same vocal inflec-
tion, and even her hand gestures were 
in sync with his. It was hard to 
believe that she had only been a 
believer for several hours. 
When the invitation was given, all 
but a few came forward. They pressed 
tightly together across the entire 
width of the auditorium, and down 
the aisles along the walls. Nicoli came 
to the platform and was careful to 
instruct them about the meaning of 
their commitment. He then led them 
in a responsive prayer of repentance 
and faith in Christ. I have never expe-
rienced a greater blessing in the Lord. 
God's Spirit flooded our hearts in one 
accord. 
After Nicoli gave further encour-
agement and instruction, we spread 
out to lay on hands and say short 
prayers for as many as we could. We 
also distributed the Book of Life. After 
the service we mingled with the pris-
oners, shaking hands and trying to 
encourage them. Their expressions 
revealed that the Lord had used us to 
make an impact in their lives. It was 
also obvious that we had made an im-
pression on some of the guards, and 
especially the commandant. We all 
signed the flyleaf of a large Russian 
Bible, and formally presented it to 
him. He expressed much thanks, find-
ing it difficult to say good-bye. 
I have not included everything that 
we experienced on the trip, but rather 
have shared some firsthand evidence 
that God is doing something extraor-
dinary in this land that has been 
closed to the gospel for over 70 years. 
It is an incredible reversal in the his-
tory of the church. Perhaps it will 
motivate you to pray that the Lord of 
the harvest will send out workers into 
his harvest field. The harvest is plen-
tiful, but the workers are few. • 
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The day General Robert 
went to church 
•by John Day 
Henry Martyn Robert, a graduate 
of the U.S. Military Academy, West 
Point, N.Y., was commissioned in the 
Corps of Engineers. His expertise was 
exercised during the American Civil 
War constructing defense works at 
Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia. 
Over the 44 years of his career, he 
rose through the structure of the mil-
itary and retired with the rank of 
brigadier general. 
Perhaps the most interesting fact 
concerning General Robert is the 
source of his fame. It did not arise 
from his military accomplishments. 
Rather, what distinguished General 
Robert all began the day he went to 
church. 
It happened during the time he was 
stationed at New Bedford, Mass. 
about the year 1862. He was asked to 
preside over a business meeting of 
his church which proved to be more 
turbulent than he had anticipated. To 
his dismay, he learned that mere was 
no generally accepted set of parlia-
mentary rules for the governance of 
public business meetings. That expe-
rience motivated him to action. Using 
as his model the practice of the U.S. 
House of Representatives, he wrote 
what has since developed into the 
famous Robert's Rules of Order and 
General Robert has been attending 
church business meetings ever since, 
including those of the Brethren in 
Christ. 
Why do I tell you this story? One 
reason is for the sake of interest. I 
was surprised how difficult it was to 
uncover this bit of trivia concerning a 
man who so thoroughly influences 
our lives when we come together to 
do the business of the church. The 
John Day is pastor of the Riverside Chapel 
congregation, Ont. 
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second reason is just that—the influ-
ence which the man wields when we 
come together to do the business of 
the church! 
That is not all bad. I have had the 
privilege of participating in eight 
meetings of the General Conference 
and double that number of Regional 
Conferences. I, along with you, am 
relieved that General Robert chaired a 
church business meeting before we 
got there. Can you imagine the chaos 
that would exist if we did not have a 
set of guidelines to follow? The very 
thought of it is enough to frighten the 
most seasoned parliamentarian. 
On the other hand, as I anticipate 
another gathering of the General 
Church, I am reminded of an obser-
vation made at previous such meet-
ings. At the very moment when we 
most need to understand what is tak-
ing place, the rules which are sup-
posed to guide us safely through the 
hazards of decision making can so 
muddle an issue that the average par-
ticipant has no idea what is happen-
ing. That opinion is sustained by a 
comment from a frustrated delegate at 
the last General Conference. Follow-
ing the vote on a crucial issue, the 
person remarked, "I wrote 'yes' on 
one side of the ballot and 'no' on the 
other." Even after the moderator has 
done his utmost to define the proce-
dure, many in the delegate body can 
remain in confusion. To the uninitiat-
ed, the language of Robert's Rules of 
Order sounds just slightly more 
familiar than Greek or Hebrew. Yet, I 
would suggest that is not the basic 
problem. 
The issue at stake, I believe, stems 
from the fact that we come together 
as a brotherhood to discern the mind 
of the Lord for the church, but seek to 
accomplish that delicate task through 
using a system that was designed 
from the ways of worldly govern-
ment. We suppose that the will of the 
majority is the mind of the Lord. That 
is not necessarily so. The testimony of 
Brother Siegfried Bartel to the 1990 
Conference body was ample proof of 
that truth. The majority of Germany 
(including born again Anabaptists) 
gladly followed the "ordained lead-
ership" of Hitler. It was the minority 
opposing him that ultimately proved 
to be right. 
There are times, during debate, 
when the chair will make a statement 
something akin to: "I was simply try-
ing to respond to the will of the 
body." However, at some points, the 
chair has only the will of the majori-
ty, not the will of the body. And dare 
I add, the will of a majority, some of 
whom really do not know whether 
they are voting on the motion, the 
amended motion, the substitute 
motion, or the previous question. 
The nature of ministry leaves min-
imal justification for asking a person 
We come together 
as a brotherhood to 
discern the mind of 
the Lord for the 
church, but seek to 
accomplish that 
delicate task through 
using a system that 
was designed from 
the ways of worldly 
government. 
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to leave the fellowship of believers. I 
would be the last to suggest that we 
throw General Robert out of the 
church and tell him never to return. 
On the other hand, in the interest of 
upholding our understanding of 
brotherhood and the nature of the 
church, I believe we must ask him to 
sit down occasionally. Had General 
Robert been Brethren in Christ, I 
wonder if he would have adopted the 
practice of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives as his model. Therefore I 
must ask, "Should we be doing that?" 
Obviously, it is an unproductive 
use of time to reinvent the wheel. 
There are many features of Robert's 
Rules which serve us well. But I am 
not aware that their use in the church 
is prescribed by law, either in Canada 
or the United States. As a church, can 
we not take that document and revise 
it to make it more consistent with 
what we profess to believe as Chris-
tians? 
I think we can and should. I would 
suggest that we start with that trou-
blesome provision expressed in the 
words: "I move the previous ques-
tion." Please forgive me for feeling 
that invoking the previous question, 
when other brothers or sisters are 
indicating a desire to speak, is a most 
inconsiderate action. To me, it is noth-
ing more than a convenient way to 
say, "My mind is made up. What you 
have to say isn't important enough to 
hear." 
Of course, the response comes 
back, "If the body wants to continue 
debate, the body can defeat the previ-
ous question motion." That is true— 
if the body understands the conse-
quences of the vote. However, even if 
the motion is sustained with compre-
hension, where, at that point, can help 
be found for a minority who have not 
yet settled in their minds the main 
question on the floor? Nor does this 
parliamentary provision allow for del-
egates who are elected to General 
Conference, and who dutifully attend, 
yet feel that church business is boring 
and may be more interested in going 
home than wrestling with hard issues. 
And what about the brother, respect-
ed as a leader and theologian, who, 
for the last General Conference, had 
made detailed preparation and who 
had an entirely new slant to present 
on the issue at hand, yet who never 
had the opportunity to speak (to our 
corporate loss, I might add)? 
I agree fully with the efforts of the 
chair to keep deliberation on track 
and moving. However, I have recol-
lections of several Regional and Gen-
eral Conferences (1990, in particular) 
which make it difficult to shake the 
feeling that moving the previous 
question has resulted in disservice to 
the functioning of the Body. Rules 
and procedures are necessary—more 
than that, they are a marvelous bless-
ing of the Lord. How else can every-
thing be done in a fitting and orderly 
way? (1 Cor. 14:40). But rules and 
procedures which cut at the very heart 
of our distinctive understanding that 
God reveals his will through the col-
lective mind of the Body, can only 
serve to do irreparable harm. 
The Brethren in Christ are stew-
ards of a balanced theological under-
standing not found in most denomi-
nations, the message of which needs 
to be borne to the rest of the Christian 
Church as well as the world. How-
ever, in our zeal to see people won to 
the Lord and churches planted, has 
our vision become clouded to the fact 
that those persons who are new to our 
fellowship have not been blessed by 
the theology and heritage which has 
shaped that understanding? While 
they may express great appreciation 
for the sense of community they feel 
among us, they easily might not 
understand the "Why?" of what they 
feel. As the church experiences 
growth from beyond its ranks, those 
who do understand who we are, and 
why we are who we are, increasingly 
may become a minority—a voice cry-
ing in a wilderness of average evan-
gelical Christianity. I pray that we can 
provide an environment (especially 
in those settings where major deci-
sions are made) in which that pro-
phetic voice can be heard, lest we lose 
our unique message and, hence, our 
raison d'etre. Failure at this point may 
prompt the memory of General 
Robert and the realization that it 
began the day he came to our church. 
Money magazine 
rates MCC among 
best U.S. charities 
Mennonite Central Committee 
ranked fourteenth in Money maga-
zine's survey of the best-managed 
U.S. charities. The December 1991 
issue cited MCC's low overhead 
which allows a high percentage of 
contributions to be used for program 
purposes. 
The Money survey, based on infor-
mation furnished by Non-Profit Times, 
provides comparative information on 
non-profit organizations in the United 
States. The 100 charities were listed in 
order of the percentages of their 1990 
income spent on "good works." 
"Our organization is committed to 
using money as efficiently as possible 
so that we can serve around the world 
'in the name of Christ'," said Nancy 
Heisey, MCC associate executive sec-
retary. 
MCC calculates overhead costs to 
be 7.6 percent of income. Heisey 
noted that MCC's financial picture is 
affected by the movement of large 
quantities of food assistance and that 
the size and timing of these shipments 
can cause percentages to vary from 
year to year. 
MCC ranked 23rd out of 100 char-
ities in Money magazine's December 
1990 survey. 
Joint Environmental 
Task Force begins list 
of environmentalists 
The Environmental Task Force of 
the General Conference Mennonite 
Church and the Mennonite Church is 
compiling a list of Mennonites and 
Brethren in Christ with experience 
and/or training in environmental 
issues. 
The list will put Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ environmentalists 
in touch with others working with 
environmental concerns. 
The Task Force hopes those listed 
in the directory will share their train-
ing and experiences with Christians 
who want to be better stewards of 
God's creation. 
To be listed in this network, contact 
Jocele T. Meyer, Mennonite Central 
Committee, 24516 TR 167, Fresno, 
Ohio 43824, phone (614) 545-7556. 
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.by Sally Jacober 
"For this is what the Lord says: 'I 
will extend peace to her like a river. 
. . . As a mother comforts her child, so 
will I comfort you; and you will be 
comforted over Jerusalem'" (Isaiah 
66:12-13). 
Lifeline Women's Shelter, located 
in the heart of San Francisco's Mis-
sion District, provides homeless and 
nearly homeless women and their 
children with housing, food and sup-
portive services. As a Lifeline board 
member, I have come to know the des-
perate need of many women to have 
peace and comfort extended to them. 
As Mother's Day approaches, 
those of us connected with Lifeline 
feel a sharp contrast between our 
society's popular image of Mother's 
Day and the experience of many of 
the women we serve. Motherhood for 
the women at Lifeline often has 
included years of pain and struggle, 
economic crises, and physical vio-
lence. It has not been marked with 
• 
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Weekly Bible school class, with VSer Marci Kraybill from Elizabethtown, Pa. 
yearly greeting cards and special 
remembrances. 
In the midst of heartache, Lifeline 
provides a safe, comforting place for 
mothers and their children to heal 
wounds and to build a future which is 
more spiritually, economically, emo-
tionally, and physically stable. 
Services provided through Lifeline 
include: tutoring; spiritual guidance 
(Bible study, chapel, and one-to-one 
counseling); employment and aca-
demic counseling; referral to re-
sources for therapy and social ser-
vices; assistance with government 
benefits, housing, and legal issues; 
and parenting classes. 
The setting at Lifeline is home-
like, and encourages mothers to care 
for their children. The facility itself is 
well cared for, which reinforces the 
message that each woman 
is valued and valuable. 
Families can remain at 
Lifeline for up to nine 
months, as long as they 
continue to make progress 
and take the agreed upon 
steps which will lead to 
economic independence. 
The two major issues which 
are addressed through 
weekly goal sessions are 
progress toward either job 
training or education, and 
financial planning which 
will allow them to success-
fully move into indepen-
dent housing. 
Three paid staff mem-
bers, three VSers and many 
volunteers serve together to demon-
strate Christ's loving forgiveness, and 
desire for the health and wholeness 
of each woman and her family. The 
annual operating budget, serving an 
average of 54 persons each year, is 
only $137,000. 
In our brief two and a half year 
history, under the leadership of 
Sheron Brunner, executive director, 
and Jim Ernst, board chairperson, 64 
women have gone on to build a more 
secure future for their families. We 
have so many stories of women like 
"Beverly" who is now a teacher in a 
Christian day school, "Jan" who has 
begun her own business in artistry, 
and "Sylvia" who is now a college 
student. At a going away party for the 
program director, 32 former residents 
who had "graduated" came back to 
share their new lives with each other 
and with the staff. 
Through the involvement of Breth-
ren in Christ individuals and church-
es we continue this ministry with 
women and children. Lifeline's ap-
proach to meeting spiritual, emotion-
al, and physical needs has helped 
families to flourish. Please help us to 
extend peace and comfort to more 
families this year through your prayer 
and financial support. For further 
information contact Sheron Brunner. 
Sally Jacober (M.S.W., M.P.H.) is vice 
president of the Lifeline Board, and repre-
sents Mennonite Central Committee. She is a 
member of First Mennonite Church of San 
Francisco. 
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Harvey R. Sider (left), representing the Brethren in Christ Church, receives a cer-
tificate of appreciation at the 1992 NAE convention from NAE president B. 
Edgar Johnson. The Brethren in Christ Church has been a member denomina-
tion since 1949. 
National Association of Evangelicals 
50th Anniversary Declaration 
Forward in Faith 
The Brethren in Christ Church appre-
ciates the opportunity to participate with 
ecumenical groups that are common to 
our heritage such as evangelicals, Bap-
tists, Anabaptists, and Wesleyans. The 
NAE (U.S.A.) and Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada (EFC) are in the former 
group. 
The 51st convention of the NAE is 
scheduled for Orlando, Fla., March 7-9, 
1993. The shift to a weekend will enable 
participants to take advantage of reduced 
air and hotel rates. 
The following mission statement was 
adopted at the recent NAE's 50th anni-
versary celebration. 
For 50 years, the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals (NAE) has been 
a significant force in the religious life 
of the United States, uniting Bible-
believing people in cooperative action 
and witness. 
When 147 evangelicals gathered 
in St. Louis in 1942 to explore the 
possibility of a national association 
of evangelicals, they recognized that 
biblical truth was being seriously 
challenged. Not only was the gospel 
under intense attack within the cul-
ture generally, but also was increas-
ingly under attack within ecclesiasti-
cal structures, some of which previ-
ously had provided a historical base 
for evangelical Christianity in the 
nation. 
Because of their commitment to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the foun-
ders of NAE embarked on a course 
that has significantly influenced 
American religious life in the latter 
half of this century. Created to pro-
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vide institutional strength, visibility 
and influence for the "unvoiced mul-
titudes" of theologically conservative 
Protestants in that day, NAE brought 
new vitality and courage to evangeli-
cal Christianity nationwide. Aided by 
others, the 1942 meeting in St. Louis 
inaugurated the vibrant evangelical 
movement of today. 
The founding objective for NAE 
was to be both a voice and forum for 
American evangelicals. Faithful to 
that objective, NAE today provides 
leadership for a dynamic and diverse 
movement. It unites evangelicals 
from many theological perspectives 
and ecclesiastical traditions. It also 
brings together para-church organi-
zations and fosters better understand-
ing among all evangelicals. 
As other denominations, institu-
tions and organizations join NAE, the 
association is able to bring an even 
more significant evangelical witness 
to our nation. The corporate witness 
that we bring is expressed in our 
seven-point Statement of Faith, rati-
fied in 1943 and still subscribed to 
today. 
Our commissions, affiliates and 
subsidiary address the challenges and 
needs of our day and unite us in 
working in such realms as the chap-
laincy, Christian education, evange-
lism, lay ministries, social action, 
stewardship, broadcasting, world 
relief and missions. 
Though NAE's united witness to 
the gospel of Christ was needed 50 
years ago, the need is even greater 
today. Religious pluralism, moral rel-
ativism and extreme individualism 
have become the dominant ideologies 
of the age, seeking to undermine the 
institutions of family, church and civil 
government which are ordained by 
God. Evangelicals, joined together in 
NAE, are confronting these chal-
lenges within our society by the 
proclamation and demonstration of 
biblical Christianity. 
In addition, NAE is reinforcing 
local, state and regional efforts to pro-
claim the gospel. Many denomina-
tions in this decade are placing a 
renewed emphasis on evangelism. 
They are adopting innovative strate-
gies and programs to present the real-
ity of the living Christ to this genera-
tion. NAE supports these efforts, 
praying that God will bless them to 
extend His kingdom on earth. 
Today, NAE serves approximately 
15 million evangelicals. We are a co-
operative fellowship of almost 45,000 
local churches from 75 denomina-
tions, over 200 evangelical associa-
tions, organizations and educational 
institutions, plus several thousand 
individual clergy and laity. 
We give thanks to God for His 
blessings to NAE over the past 50 
years. We praise God for the effec-
tive witness and ever-growing role of 
evangelicals. We also confess our 
failure to reflect the full Christian 
unity to which God calls us. Doctrinal 
differences, ecclesiastical practices, 
social injustices and racial prejudices 
have at times hindered our oneness 
and witness. We pray that, under God, 
we may serve our people and nation 
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more unitedly, more significantly and 
with ever-increasing effectiveness. 
To this end, we reaffirm our com-
mitment to one another and confess 
our Statement of Faith in praise and 
gratitude to God Almighty Who has 
called us into fellowship with His 
Son, Jesus Christ, with one another 
and with Christians everywhere. 
Statement of Faith 
We believe the Bible to be the 
inspired, the only infallible, authori-
tative Word of God. 
We believe that there is one God, 
eternally existent in three persons: 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
We believe in the deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, in His virgin birth, in 
His sinless life, in His miracles, in 
His vicarious and atoning death 
through His shed blood, in His bodi-
ly resurrection, in His ascension to 
the right hand of the Father, and in 
His personal return in power and 
glory. 
We believe that for the salvation 
of lost and sinful man, regeneration 
by the Holy Spirit is absolutely essen-
tial. 
We believe in the present ministry 
of the Holy Spirit by whose indwell-
ing the Christian is enabled to live a 
godly life. 
We believe in the resurrection of 
both the saved and the lost; they that 
are saved unto the resurrection of life 
and they that are lost unto the resur-
rection of damnation. 
We believe in the spiritual unity of 
believers in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Confessing our Statement of Faith, 
we acknowledge our debt to God and 
our world, agreeing that Jesus Christ, 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
calls us to face the future with holy 
purpose, unwavering faith and loving 
obed ience . Uni ted in prayerful 
resolve, we move FORWARD IN 
FAITH. 
Correction: In the April issue (p. 7), 
Donald R. Zook's reflective thoughts on 
the NAE convention were inadvertently 
credited to R. Donald Shafer. 
Dialogue '92 
Health and the church 
.by Robert H. Smith 
A group of some 175 persons—pas-
tors, chaplains, hospital and retirement 
community administrators, nurses, social 
workers, physicians, and other concerned 
people—met March 6-8 to address the 
crisis in health care. While this was the 
stimulus for the meeting, dubbed 
Dialogue '92, we found ourselves re-
defining and clarifying the mission of the 
church in health and healing as an aspect 
of the salvation journey. 
The church with its faith and tradi-
tions, and the health care community with 
its resources and skills, each need the 
other. Throughout Dialogue '92 we 
attempted to express with integrity our 
own unique values, and together form a 
vision for a renewed mission in health 
and healing. 
The setting for Dialogue '92 con-
tributed immeasurably to the flow of 
ideas. For six days the Protestant Health 
and Human Services Assembly convened 
in Indianapolis, Ind. Representing many 
denominations and with 1,600 in atten-
dance, the assembly provided a milieu of 
discussions, workshops, and business ses-
sions for numerous groups, all focused 
Dr. Robert H. Smith is a Brethren in Christ 
psychiatrist living in Souderton, Pa. 
on health care issues. It was within this 
ferment, with all the resources of the larg-
er group, that the Mennonite Health 
Association convened Dialogue '92. The 
Brethren in Christ Church affiliates with 
MHA, with membership on its board of 
directors. A number of Brethren in Christ 
persons attended and took part in the ses-
sions. 
Though no attempt was made to 
define the crisis that brought us together, 
personal stories were told and indicators 
were cited pointing to desperate needs. 
• the 34 to 35 million people in the 
United States without insurance, 11 mil-
lion of them being children 
• the disparity in the quality of care 
available to the poor or uninsured com-
pared to those able to pay 
• the uninsurability of those with 
chronic health problems 
• the prohibitive cost of care for long-
term illness, often exceeding $25,000 per 
year. 
These are problems requiring an inte-
grated approach at the highest levels of 
the United States government. 
There was, however, a strong consen-
sus that the church needs to reaffirm its 
commitment to wholeness and to heal-
ing. We were reminded that healing was 
a major concern in Christ's ministry. 
Jesus came preaching a gospel of healing, 
of shalom. 
Dominant themes 
There was a call to replace the narrow 
paradigm of curing, and its emphasis on 
relieving physical symptoms of illness, 
with a broader paradigm of healing, 
which stresses the overall well-being of 
the person and the community. There can 
be cure without healing, and healing 
without cure. 
We have a task of bringing a theology 
of healing into our worship and our per-
sonal lives. We need to affirm our beliefs 
about life, death, and resurrection. 
We believe that our health care and 
mutual aid institutions do contribute to 
the mission of the church. For these to 
continue, we must consciously nurture a 
close relationship of mutual accountabil-
ity between these institutions and the 
church. 
We must recover the concept of caring 
for those who cannot afford health care. 
Our response must be motivated by both 
compassion and a clear concern for jus-
tice. 
We bring a sense of ministry and wor-
ship to our work and a tradition of vol-
unteerism in response to human needs. 
These are strengths to build upon. 
No theme received more intense 
examination than the role of the congre-
gation in an active health ministry. 
Should our congregations involve them-
selves in care ministries? Are congrega-
tions now involved in these ministries? A 
subsequent article will focus on these 
questions. • 
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Brethren in Christ World Missions 
Building with stones 
What do rock crushing, unemploy-
ment, a civil engineer, a church plant-
er, and a building program have in 
common? The answer: Mark Muden-
da and Siavonga Brethren in Christ 
Church in Zambia. 
A year ago, Mark Mudenda and 
his family were transferred to a new 
area, Siavonga, near Kariba Dam, 
where an electrical power station is 
jointly operated by Zambia and Zim-
babwe. As a diploma holder in Civil 
Engineering, Mark is Senior Clerk of 
Works which means he is responsible 
for inspecting the buildings, facilities, 
and dams operated by the electric 
company. 
Since the closest Brethren in Christ 
Church was 80 miles from Siavonga, 
Mark made contacts with several 
members who worshipped with other 
denominations, and planted a church. 
Mark was chosen as the lay leader, 
and they meet at a local primary 
school. 
They now have an average Sunday 
attendance of 65. More men than 
women attend, and the men also meet 
on Sunday afternoons for fellowship. 
This includes a devotional, testi-
monies, and a time for encouraging 
one another. Of the'25 men, only 10 
are regularly employed, which cre-
ates a hardship on the church families. 
The rainfall at Siavonga is too low to 
grow maize, their major source of 
food. 
Already their church is putting 20 
percent of their tithes and offerings 
into a "building fund" for a pastor's 
house. They feel having accommo-
dations for their future pastor is more 
important than a church building. 
It was with this dilemma of unem-
ployment, and yet a strong desire for 
a pastor's house, that Mark's creative 
mind generated an idea. 
May 1992 
He knew construction was starting 
for a new secondary school about two 
miles away from the primary school. 
He also knew of the large demand for 
crushed stones and the high cost of 
transport to deliver them to the new 
school. Additionally, he knew of 
many huge rocks nearby. 
He found four men within their 
church who wanted a job and were 
willing to work hard. He secured 
some steel bars, to be used as ham-
mers, and taught the men the art of 
"rock crushing." Although discour-
aged at first, the four men are now 
producing 100 wheelbarrows of 
crushed stones each week. They re-
ceive 60 kwacha per load which earns 
each of them 6,000 kwacha ($65 
U.S.) per month, which is a good 
income. How does this help their 
building program? One of the condi-
tions of being a rock crusher is that 
they tithe 10 percent, which goes 
directly into the building fund. Thus, 
the building fund is receiving 2,400 
kwacha per month from this project. 
But this is only the beginning. 
Since this project needs a steady sup-
ply of stones during the next three 
years, Mark is already planning to 
add two more teams in the near 
future. Mark is serious about a pas-
tor's house. 
Mark is also serious about evan-
gelism. He feels it should be an active 
part of their church. As a result of 
their outreach, several people now 
attend the Siavonga Church who had 
not previously heard their hymns or 
read a Bible. 
Their small church will sponsor 
one of their members to Sikalongo 
Bible Institute for pastoral studies. 
Will this individual be their future 
pastor? Not necessarily. They feel 
more churches should be sending and 
by Dick Miller 
sponsoring students for Bible school. 
About 15 persons are participating 
in a pre-baptism course and plan to be 
baptized within a few months. Ten of 
these are men. A "few" years ago 
Mark was baptized by Pete Stern. 
Mark's wife, Mary, is a primary 
school teacher. In addition to teach-
ing, she is kept busy being a "domes-
tic engineer" for their family of nine 
children, ranging in ages from 1 to 
12, including two sets of twins. Mark 
and Mary recently attended a series of 
seminars on natural family planning. 
They now plan to introduce these 
concepts to interested couples in their 
congregation and combine it with a 
Bible study. 
Pray that God will lead this young 
church as they build for his kingdom. 
Secretarial positions 
available 
Brethren in Christ World 
Missions requires secretarial per-
sonnel to work in their Pennsyl-
vania office. Both a full-time and 
part-time position are available to 
persons who possess advanced 
typing skills, computer proficien-
cy, and training and experience in 
WordPerfect. You will be required 
to type from dictation as well as 
compose letters. 
These positions are immedi-
ately available. For further infor-
mation contact Marilyn Heisey, 
Administrative Assistant to the 
Executive Director of the Board 
for World Missions. Call (717) 
653-8067 or write for further 
details to Brethren in Christ World 
Missions, P.O. Box 390, Mount 
Joy PA 17552. 
75 
od at work in our world 
she meant, but when she asked if he 
wanted to pray the sinner's prayer, he did 
not refuse. In his heart he felt he wasn't a 
sinner, but he knew he needed something. 
Strangely, even though nothing he had 
heard made sense to him and his prayer 
was not from his heart at all, from the 
time he prayed the urge to commit suicide 
went quietly away. He was still depress-
ed, but he no longer wanted to die. Every 
Sunday he went faithfully to church. 
Every Sunday after church he bombarded 
the pastor of the little church with all his 
questions. The pastor faithfully and care-
fully answered to the best of his ability. 
Finally after three straight months of this, 
Ichihara was born into the kingdom and 
was baptized, purposing in his heart to 
become a minister of Jesus Christ. 
Finally on the way 
Fannie Longenecker—Sikalongo, Zambia 
A number of years ago Aliya married 
a Bible school student. After graduation 
neither of them was faithful to the Lord, 
and they never really pastored a church. 
About three years ago the husband 
came to this area looking for his wife 
(this is her home). He came to ask me to 
pray and to help him. At that time Aliya 
evaded both her husband and me; she had 
left her husband and children, not to 
return. It was not long until the husband 
married a second wife. 
Since that time, I have prayed often 
for this family. I did not see Aliya again 
until several months ago, and then only to 
greet her. Rumor had it that she was liv-
ing a life of immorality and drinking. But 
on December 8, the day churches in the 
Operation Pray program were praying for 
me, Aliya was in church. When I greeted 
her after the service, I asked when I could 
see her. She set a time to come to my 
house on Thursday afternoon. I was 
pleased and hoped she would actually 
come. 
On Thursday she did come. We talk-
ed, read Scripture and prayed together. 
When I asked about meeting again, she 
suggested Sunday afternoon. When she 
came on Sunday she reported that she 
had Jesus in her heart, but she was not 
sure her sins were forgiven. She asked to 
return the following Wednesday. 
This coming and coming again is not 
at all like die Aliya I knew in the past. I 
praise God for answering prayer in giving 
Born at the right time 
Thelma Book—Kitakyushu, Japan 
While we were having our Christmas 
meal at the church, Pastor Ichihara (chap-
lain at Orio Girls' College) shared his 
testimony in more detail than I had ever 
heard it before. He was in college in 
Kyoto during the '50s when Doyle and I 
first came to Japan. His field was eco-
nomics, and in those years Japan's col-
leges were hotbeds of ferment. Most eco-
nomics professors espoused communism, 
and this resulted in turmoil among the 
students. 
Ichihara sensei was perplexed about 
life and asked himself many questions: 
What is the purpose of life? of study? He 
found no answers at school, so he began 
visiting meetings of various "new" 
Shinto-based religious groups. He was 
looking for answers, but all they gave 
him was, "Join us, and we'll see that you 
get a good job." What good is a job when 
someone is questioning whether he even 
wants to live? 
During this period, Ichihara went into 
a church one day. It was a midweek 
morning, and the church women were 
having a meeting. The pastor's wife 
talked to him for about half an hour. She 
told him that his problem was that he was 
separated from God—the God who made 
him. She didn't tell him how he could 
meet God, but she did invite him to the 
Sunday service when the pastor would 
be there. 
Ichihara became more and more 
depressed and finally decided to take his 
life. He went to the train station, pur-
chased a platform ticket, and determined 
to throw himself in front of the first train 
that came in. But even though he tried 
several times, he could not summon the 
courage to do it. 
Shortly thereafter a college friend, also 
in the economics department, invited him 
to an English conversation class taught by 
a missionary. The friend was very inter-
ested in learning English, and he finally 
persuaded Ichihara to go. After the con-
versation lesson, the teacher gave a short 
Bible lesson, which was interpreted into 
Japanese. She invited anyone who was 
interested in hearing more to stay after 
class. Ichihara was the only one who 
remained. He doesn't remember much of 
what she said, except that she kept talking 
about "eternal life." He had no idea what 
her this hunger for forgiveness, cleansing, 
and deliverance from the life she had 
been living. I thank you for your prayers. 
I appreciate the many people who are 
praying for me in the ministry God has 
given me here. Aliya still needs help, but 
God is working and I praise him. 
Overseeing 
Nancy Shenk—Mtshabezi District, Zim-
babwe 
In December Jake and I made a 10-
day trip to the churches in the Mbongolo 
area, the most remote part of the district. 
At each church we have a midday ser-
vice with all the people. When we meet at 
or near a school, the pupils usually attend. 
After that service we have a meeting with 
the church members. In the evening there 
is an evangelistic service. The next morn-
ing we are open for private counseling 
and prayer with people. Sometimes they 
ask for another service before we move 
on to the next church. The people receive 
us enthusiastically and do not want us to 
leave. 
Response to the evangelistic services 
has been very good. At Tudi I, 15 stayed 
to seek the Lord; at Ratanyana there were 
16 and at Maribeha 23, most of them 
older youth. At Mashuma a large group 
of young men came to the service who 
had never been in church before. Pray 
that the people continue to reach out to 
them. At Tudi II one mother said that her 
teenage daughter was troubled by a 
demon. We laid hands on her and began 
to pray. She let out a loud scream and 
was thrown to the floor. We continued 
laying on hands and commanding the 
demon to leave in the name of Jesus. She 
sat up, knelt, and confessed her sins. The 
people sat for a long time afterward and 
sang songs of praise and deliverance. We 
praise God for his power. 
One week in January we visited a 
number of churches in the Matshetshe 
area. At Mlowezi half the church roof 
had been blown off. We met under a tree, 
but the leaves were not very dense and 
Jake got his head severely sunburned. 
Twenty sought the Lord that evening. At 
Sinkukwe, a husband and wife were 
among the seekers. 
As we travel to the churches we sleep 
where the people provide room and eat 
what they cook for us. One night we slept 
in an old hut where they said water runs 
in when it rains. There was no rain. We 
have plenty of thick porridge and chicken 
to eat. Pray for us with thanksgiving for 
what God is doing. The opportunities are 
endless and the response encouraging. 
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Nepal Church has 
new freedom, reports 
United Mission to 
Nepal director 
Nepali Christians today are "free to 
publicly acclaim their faith," says Edgar 
Metzler, executive director of United 
Mission to Nepal (UMN). "Christians 
have met with the highest government 
officials about their concerns." 
UMN is an umbrella organization 
sponsored by 39 church agencies from 
18 countries to do development work in 
Nepal. Edgar and Ethel Metzler are joint 
appointees of Mennonite Central Com-
mittee and Mennonite Board of Missions. 
In April 1990, following weeks of 
demonstrations, Nepal's king lifted a 30-
year ban on political parties. Along with 
political changes came greater religious 
freedom in the predominantly Hindu 
kingdom. 
Nepal has a "first generation" church, 
Edgar Metzler says. In 1968 when Metz-
lers first went to Nepal, only about 5,000 
Nepalis were Christian. "Now Christian 
leaders say the country has 50,000 bap-
tized believers." The Christian commu-
nity including children and unbaptized 
church attenders probably numbers twice 
that, he adds, in more than 600 congre-
gations or small groups. 
In a country of 20 million people, 
100,000 is still a small minority. And 
Metzler hastens to add that people still 
encounter much antagonism and rejec-
tion if they convert from Hinduism to 
Christianity. "Cultural bias against con-
version will not change quickly," he says. 
Converts may be ostracized by their fam-
ilies and communities, or face discrimi-
nation in employment and education. 
Still, changes in the past two years 
have been great. Under the old constitu-
tion, converts to Christianity and 
Christians who proselytized could be 
jailed. Following the 1990 changes, the 
government released 30 Christians jailed 
for such activities and dismissed some 
200 cases in the courts against Christians. 
The new constitution still contains the 
clause prohibiting conversion. But 
Metzler says Nepal's changes and the 
prominence of human rights on the polit-
ical agenda make enforcement unlikely. 
And a clause in the new constitution 
gives religious communities the right to 
organize and own property; a "big step 
forward" for Christians, he notes. 
THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST CHURCH in Bihar, India, "has 
given birth in the past decade to 
exciting outreach in the neighbor-
ing country of Nepal. The Nepali 
Christians are rejoicing in the new 
freedom to worship they have 
been granted in the past year. 
"Christmas celebrations were 
especially meaningful as believ-
ers could openly celebrate their 
faith and joy for the first time." 
(Esther Spurrier, in "The Giving 
Tree," June/September 1991 
Therefore) 
Christians can now hold national con-
ferences and training programs, reports 
Metzler. In December 1991 the New 
Testament was printed in a new Nepali 
translation in Kathmandu, and Old Testa-
ment printing will follow. Previously 
Nepali Bibles in an old translation were 
printed in Calcutta, India, and smuggled 
into Nepal. Now the government allows 
free distribution of Bibles. A Christian 
magazine is also now published in Nepal. 
Nepal Christian Fellowship, the um-
brella organization of the majority of 
Nepali churches, has set a goal of estab-
lishing 7,000 more churches for two mil-
lion Christians by the year 2000. 
"The Nepali church reports leadership 
training as its greatest need," Ethel 
Metzler says. "Many of the new believers 
come with little or no education, and a 
very elementary understanding of what 
it means to be a Christian." 
Seventeen students, including women, 
attend a seminary begun last fall. A Bible 
institute begun 12 years ago near Kath-
mandu, the capital, provides short-term 
courses for pastors. The institute is con-
sidering new forms of extension training 
throughout the country for pastors with 
little education. 
Last November for the first time 
Nepali Christians registered with the gov-
ernment to do development work, Edgar 
Metzler says. "For the first time UMN 
has a legal way to directly help churches 
in some activities." UMN has seconded a 
senior Nepali development worker to 
Nepal Christian Fellowship. 
UMN continues to focus on develop-
ment, Metzler reports, with projects in 
health, education, and industrial and rural 
development. 
Nepal's church welcomes outside co-
operation, particularly in leadership train-
ing, but it is strong, indigenous and grow-
ing rapidly on its own, Metzler notes. The 
UMN board has agreed to respect the 
Nepali church's integrity and decisions. 
Avoiding denominationalism has allowed 
Nepali Christians to largely maintain 
unity, he believes. 
TJMN's years of government-approv-
ed development work give the Christian 
cause credibility, Metzler says. UMN 
"can be more open about our Christian 
identity now—though it was never hid-
den," he notes. "I have many opportuni-
ties to talk with government officials 
about our Christian motivation." N 
MCC volunteer opportunities 
Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) is accepting applications for 
two immediate openings: a purchas-
ing assistant and receiver/trucker for 
SELFHELP Crafts, Akron, Pa. Pur-
chasing assistant should have good 
organizational skills and wholesale/ 
retail sales experience. Receiver/ 
trucker should be in good physical 
condition and able to do heavy lifting. 
Summer 1992 openings at Akron 
include administrative assistants, 
secretaries, receptionist, SELFHELP 
Crafts warehouse worker, wait-
ress/cook for SELFHELP Crafts tea 
room. Persons interested in any of 
these positions should contact 
Marsha Jones or Sherrie Ober, P.O. 
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500; 
phone (717) 859-1151. 
The April 1992 edition of Brethren in Christ History and Life contains the 
papers which were presented at the study conference on ministry (April 
1991). The addresses are informative, stimulating, and even provocative. 
Eugene Peterson's two messages are particularly helpful to lay people since 
they speak to the issue of why it's hard to be a pastor and what people can 
do about it—a valuable discussion focus for a church board or congregational 
study group. All the papers are worthy of attention by both pastors and laity. 
Complimentary copies are being mailed to each pastor and are provided 
courtesy of the Board for Ministry and Doctrine, which sponsored the study, 
and the Brethren in Christ Historical Society. For more information, contact Dr. 
E. Morris Sider, Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027. (717) 766-2511. 
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Pa. Brethren in Christ participate 
MCC meat 
canning project 
by Monica Hinchcliffe 
It was early in the morning when cars 
started arriving at the Clover Bloom Farm 
Market, Chambersburg, Pa., in prepara-
tion for the annual Mennonite Central 
Committee meat canning project. The 
object of the project is to feed the hungry 
throughout the world. In past years the 
canned beef has been sent to Angola, 
Bangladesh, Ethiopia, Guatemala, 
Honduras, India, Egypt, Haiti, Korea, 
Mexico, Lebanon, Zaire, U.S.A., Sudan, 
Nicaragua, Jamaica, and the West Bank. 
Tuesday, March 17 was the day that 
Brethren in Christ churches from the 
Allegheny, Atlantic, and Susquehanna 
Conferences were to supply volunteers. 
Raymond Wingert, a member of New 
Guilford, arrived at 5 a.m. Having volun-
teered to help with the project from its 
very first year in Chambersburg 19 years 
ago, he knew there were things to do 
before the actual canning process began. 
Wingert said, "We pack approximately 
4,200 cans each day, which amounts to 
around 20,450 cans for the entire week." 
While Wingert hurried inside the 
building, the three men who drove and 
operated the portable cannery tractor-
trailer, were getting their part of the oper-
ation ready. The unit was parked close 
to the market. Other churches and other 
volunteers had worked all day Monday, 
so this was the unit's second day of oper-
ation at this location. They had started 
out in Kansas sometime in November 
when the weather turned cold and the 
flies died off. The unit stops at 30 sites 
throughout seven states. The MCC proj-
ect should be completed sometime in 
April, at which time the portable cannery, 
a one-of-a-kind unit, will return to 
Kansas. 
Inside the market, volunteers are perk-
ing coffee and setting up the food table. 
Hot and cold beverages, donuts, rolls, 
bread, and lunch meat are set out. "We 
don't take time off for lunch," Wingert 
said, "We just seem to eat all day long." 
Approximately 130 people were there to 
help, including Bishop H. Frank Kipe. 
Some worked four hours while others 
worked longer hours. Volunteers came 
from a 100-mile radius and from 24 
churches. 
Two inspectors inspected everything 
and then gave the okay that allowed the 
volunteers to spring into action. The 
inspectors would stay the entire day to 
make sure the beef was being handled 
properly. 
Several men immediately started the 
day off by putting the grinder together. 
The meat was ground into minced beef 
which is a much coarser grind than regu-
lar hamburger. It was transferred into 
cooking vats and boiled for 15 minutes. 
Next, the beef and the broth were sep-
arated. Using one and a half pound cans, 
volunteers found that the partially cooked 
beef seemed to resist their efforts to jam 
pack the cans with all beef and little 
broth. When each can was ready, it was 
sent on to the lid machine, which sealed 
each can. Now the cans were ready to be 
processed in the portable cannery pres-
sure cooker. The hot cans were removed 
from the pressure cooker after two hours, 
washed in hot soapy water, dried, and put 
through the labeling machine. The cans 
were then placed in cartons, ready for 
shipment to Akron, Pa. In Akron, the 
cans are gathered together and distributed 
to the hungry around the world. 
With the first batch of meat complet-
ed, volunteers had several other batches 
in various stages of completion. An army 
of volunteers were busily boning beef. 
"More meat, fellows," was often heard, 
followed by some chuckles as volunteers 
worked hard to fill each can to the brim. 
It was a time of hard work, but it was 
also a time of good fellowship. 
It was a time to visit with neighbors— 
old friends—or even make some new 
friends, as Brethren in Christ volunteers 
worked side by side to do their part to 
eliminate some of the hunger in the 
world. • 
Chamberlain named 
to committee on 
women's concerns 
Anne Chamber-
lain of Hershey, Pa., 
is one of two newly-
appointed represen-
tatives to the MCC 
U.S. Committee on 
Women's Concerns. 
The other is Betty 
Sommer, a member 
of the social work 
faculty at Bluffton College, representing 
the General Conference Mennonites. 
Chamberlain is a mental health coun-
selor at Harrisburg Area Psychological 
Service. She is a speaker on mental ill-
ness and sexual abuse and chairs the 
board of Paxton Ministries, a Christian 
housing ministry in Harrisburg. 
Chamberlain has served as a member 
of the Christian education commission of 
her home congregation, the Harrisburg 
Brethren in Christ Church, and of the 
Atlantic Conference Board for Christian 
Education. She has served as a member 
of her congregation's worship commis-
sion, small group planning committee, 
and church board. She and her husband 
Rod have two sons. 
The U.S. Committee on Women's 
Concerns meets twice a year. Together 
with the MCC Canada CWC, they plan 
Women's Concerns Report, an MCC 
newsletter on women's issues. 
Women's Concerns Report 
publishes 100th issue 
The January-February 1992 issue 
MCC's Women's Concerns Report mark-
ed the 100th issue of a forum where Men-
nonite and Brethren in Christ women 
share their lives' experiences. 
Since 1973, Mennonite and Brethren 
in Christ women have used Report to 
share with each other their experiences 
with family, careers, and their struggle 
to find acceptance in church ministry. 
More issues of Report have focused 
on family relationships than any other 
subject, followed closely by a focus on 
women and the church, international and 
cross-cultural themes, and personal expe-
riences. 
Letters from Report readers reinforce 
the importance they place on hearing 
from each other: "I don't know how my 
name got on the mailing list, but the mail-
ing was a real answer to prayer" . . . "As 
a beginning pastor, I find Report issues 
dealing with social and justice issues 
(such as incest) particularly enlightening 
and useful" . . . "I don't always agree 
with everything, but I like to be chal-
lenged and to have my mind stretched." 
While Report has no set subscription 
rate, it welcomes regular contributions of 
$10 a year or $5 for students and those 
with limited incomes. Subscriptions can 
be requested from Mennonite Central 
Committee, P.O. Box 500, Akron, PA 
17501-0500 or from MCC Ontario, 50 
Kent Avenue, Kitchener, ON N2G 3R1. 
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QeneraC Conference Information 
Registration 
If you have not already completed 
your registration forms for General Con-
ference, you are encouraged to do so as 
soon as possible. Although the deadline is 
June 5, we are happy to receive them ear-
lier. 
A copy of the form was in the January 
Evangelical Visitor. Forms are also avail-
able from your pastor. Please complete all 
necessary items, carefully calculate the 
amounts, and mail FORM A to Darlene 
Arnott (send one form per person, mak-
ing copies as necessary, and enclosing 
registration fee); send FORM B if you 
are flying to or from Conference; send 
FORM C to McMaster University (one 
form per family). 
Note: Families with three or more 
children may wish to call Winnie Swalm 
for clarification of best minimum rates. 
Call (705) 445-6825. 
Please note if you are flying into 
Buffalo: you will need to call the number 
given for specific information and costs. 
The registration fee (ages 18 and over) 
is required for everyone attending day 
sessions. See the registration form for 
details. 
Availability of program 
and agenda 
If you are a delegate or conference 
member, check frequently with your pas-
tor after May 1 for these items. 
Early information about a 
"miraculous program change" 
We know you will be excited as you 
observe in the Conference program that 
evening business sessions are not plan-
ned. Instead, the focus will be on the Con-
ference theme, "Our Life Together." 
Hopefully, this plan can be realized. 
Children's program 
Our children's staff is preparing an 
exciting theme, "Go Tell It On the Moun-
tain," for preschool to juniors (age 11). 
Nursery care will be provided daily. 
Parents will be able to leave their children 
in the children's program 15 minutes 
before Conference sessions begin. 
We continue to seek enough volun-
teer help to provide evening programs for 
children. 
Sunday morning worship time 
General Conference has always been a 
family-oriented event and will continue to 
be this year. 
The Sunday morning worship time is 
designed with cross generational orienta-
tion and will include participation for pri-
mary and junior children. Nursery and 
preschool will be available on Sunday 
morning. 
Youth program 
Youth of General Conference will be 
involved in exploring the Conference 
theme "Our Life Together" in special 
youth sessions and activities. Quizzing 
will also take place with several teams 
participating. 
A word about McMaster facilities 
All residence halls at McMaster are 
air-conditioned. Burridge Auditorium, 
where Conference sessions are held, is 
not air-conditioned. However, pedestal 
fans will be installed for your comfort. 
General Conference information 
We suggest that you refer to and keep 
in a convenient file all issues of the 
Evangelical Visitor from January 1992 
to June 1992 for information about 
General Conference. 
For further information call Winnie 
Swalm, (705) 445-6825. • 
General Conference Grass Roots Forum on 
Electronic Technology and Media and the 
Brethren in Christ Church 
A grass roots forum is being proposed for the 1992 General Con-
ference concerning the role of electronic technology and media as it 
applies to the Brethren in Christ Church. The wealth and diversity of 
computers, software, video tape and equipment, and music media avail-
able to the church is causing concern and a need for an exchange of 
ideas. 
Proposed issues for discussion are: 
• Computers and software in the church office 
• The use of video equipment in church 'entertainment,' evange-
lization, and marketing 
• The use of video technology for the broadcasting of General 
Conference needs (Board for Missions, Board of Stewardship and 
Finance, Niagara Christian College, Core Courses, et al) 
• The use of electronic mail to link churches to regional and gener-
al conferences and each other. 
Other issues can be addressed as indicated. 
If any of these issues are of interest or concern to you, whether or not 
you are attending General Conference, please let us know. Please write 
if you are interested in attending this forum so arrangements can be made 
for an appropriate meeting room and time. Meeting times will be 
assigned by the Conference Director. 
Contact by mail: Ray L. Bailey, 632 Harding Dr., Redlands CA 
92373-5730. Phone: (Home, evenings Pacific Time) (714) 792-5632. 
GEnie Address (General Electric National Information Exchange ser-
vice EMail): RAY.BAILEY 
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Allegheny Conference 
The Abundant Life congregation, Union-
town, Pa., is developing an instructional manual 
for new believers. The first chapter is called 
"Welcome to the Company." • The Air Hill 
congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., hosted the 
Mar. 28 Gospel Tide Hour Rally with speaker 
Paul Freed. The church has a new Mother's Time 
Out ministry on Thursday mornings. • Tom and 
Shirley Evans of Shepherd's Table Bookstore 
testified and sang on Mar. 15 for the Antrim 
congregation, Chambersburg. Teams from the 
church participated in basketball, volleyball, and 
ping pong at the Mar. 13-14 Messiah College 
sports tourney. • On Apr. 8 Joel Marks led a 
Seder service for the Canoe Creek congregation, 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. • The Chambersburg 
church had a spiritual renewal weekend Mar. 
27-29 with Ken Abraham speaking on "Cele-
bration Through Surrender." 
The Fairview congregation, Waynesboro, 
Pa., had a special council meeting Mar. 15 to 
consider an expansion project. Then at 6:00 Ed 
and Pru Yelinek led a slide-based workshop on 
"How to Take a Personal Spiritual Retreat." • 
The MCC Youth Discovery Team performed 
Mar. 15 for the Five Forks congregation, 
Waynesboro. John and Lucille Graybill spoke 
in late March. • Ventriloquist Steve Engle with 
Dusty and Co. were part of the children's service 
on Friend Day at the Green Spring church, 
Newville, Pa. • The Hollowell church, Waynes-
boro, enjoyed a concert by the Living Miracles 
on Mar. 1. All-church roller skating was Mar. 12. 
• David Climenhaga spoke Mar. 8 to the Iron 
Springs congregation, Fairfield, Pa. • "How I 
Became a Missionary" was Joyce Oldham's 
message on Mar. 8 to the Martinsburg, Pa., 
congregation. 
The Living Miracles were in concert the 
morning of Mar. 8 at the Montgomery church, 
Mercersburg, Pa. Revival services began that 
evening with evangelist Bruce Grove. • A drama 
team from Camp Joy-El performed the play 
"Family Matters" on Mar. 1 for the Mt Rock 
congregation, Shippensburg, Pa. Dr. Donald Joy 
spoke at a Mar. 21 family banquet and in the 
following morning service on "Trinity, Family, 
and Intimacy." • Mar. 28 and 29 were the dates 
for "Kids' Praise 8," presented by the New 
Guilford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa. The 
church participated in the Mar. 17 MCC meat 
canning project at Cloverbloom Meat Market. • 
Blind eight-year-old pianist Matthew Grayson 
was in concert Mar. 22 at the Springhope 
church, Schellsburg, Pa. The Christ Crusaders 
sponsored a taffy pull on Mar. 7. • The Mar. 27 
Life With Spice meeting of the Van Lear ladies, 
Williamsport, Md., was a "Jews for Jesus" pre-
sentation open to the whole congregation. • 
Several members of the Walkersville, Md., 
church sang in a joint choir and the instrumental 




The ordination service for Gordon Lough 
was held Mar. 8, 1992, at the Kindersley 
Brethren in Christ Church, Sask., where he is 
serving as pastor. Bishop Dale Shaw preached 
and performed the ordination rite. Also shar-
ing in the service were Rev. Graham Lough, 
Gordon's father, and John Hebert, Deacon of 
the congregation. 
Gordon was introduced to the Brethren in 
Christ Church in 1982 while studying at 
Briercrest Bible College. He interned with the 
Massey Place congregation, then graduated 
with a Bachelor of Religious Education in 
April 1982. Gordon's wife Betty, also gradu-
ated with the same degree. They were married 
in August 1982. 
Gordon worked in the community and 
served as a lay person until September 1983 
when he joined the Massey Place staff as a 
volunteer in the position of Minister of 
Christian Education and Youth. In 1984 he 
moved to salaried status. He served in his lat-
ter years at Massey Place as Minister of 
Pastoral Care until he assumed the pastorate in 
Kindersley in July 1989. 
Presently Gordon serves on the Canadian 
Conference Board for World Missions and 
the Nominating Committee. He also serves 
on the Mennonite Central Committee 
Saskatchewan Board of Directors and is pres-
ident of the local ministerium. 
Rev. Lough and Betty have three children, 
Calvin, Brian, and Brent. 
Atlantic Conference 
On Mar. 22 the Cross Roads church, Mount 
Joy, Pa., received 14 new members. On Apr. 15 
Irving Salzman of Chosen People Ministries led 
a "Christ in the Passover" demonstration. • The 
Elizabethtown, Pa., church hosted the spring 
meeting of the Board of Administration on Mar. 
12-14, and the Narramore Lancaster Co. seminar 
on Mar. 21. • The youth of the Fairland con-
gregation, Cleona, Pa., sponsored a sandwich 
sale on Apr. 1. • Pastor Miller of the Fellowship 
Chapel congregation, Bronx, N.Y., participated 
with David Bryant in a Mar. 12 city-wide concert 
of prayer for pastors and church leaders. • John 
Byers led revival services Mar. 1-4 for the Free 
Grace congregation, Millersburg, Pa. • John 
Bicksler was the Mar. 8 guest speaker for the 
Hummelstown, Pa., congregation. Mark Garis 
spoke to church leaders Mar. 16 on "12 Keys to 
an Effective Church.". 
On the evening of Mar. 8 the Lancaster, Pa., 
church had Christian education night with work-
shops by Dan Houck, Marie Schilling, and Edie 
Phillips. The Youth Sunday speaker Mar. 29 was 
Robert Collier, present pastor of the Meadowvale 
congregation west of Toronto. • Pastor Sheetz 
and Brian Funk led life management seminars 
Mar. 15 and 22 for the Manor church, Mount-
ville, Pa., with an emphasis on personal well-
being. Bishop Hoffman led spiritual emphasis 
week meetings Apr. 5-8. • On Feb. 26 Judy and 
Jay Smith shared with the Maytown, Pa., con-
gregation about their work in Senegal. • Ladies 
of the Millersville, Pa., congregation studied the 
tape series "Dropping Your Guard" by Swindoll 
at their Wednesday morning study, prayer, and 
praise meetings. • Durant Kreider was Youth 
Sunday speaker Mar. 15 at the Mt. Pleasant 
church, Mount Joy, Pa. • Mar. 29 was designat-
ed as a building fund Sunday by the Palmyra, 
Pa., congregation to begin to pay off the $80,000 
loan for the recent building project. 
A Mar. 1 youth drama night at the Pequea 
church, Lancaster, Pa., included singing, skits, 
and a meditation by Pastor Ruhl on "Reaching 
for Mission Impossible." This all kicked off 
youth week which also featured nights of athlet-
ic activities and a quiz meet. • The Refton, Pa., 
church held its farewell service Mar. 15 for 
Pastor John Arthur and Eva Brubaker. Their 
commissioning was led by Jack McClane; a din-
ner followed. • Al and Marietta Reese of the 
Silverdale, Pa., congregation celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on Mar. 15 with an 
open house at Silverdale fire house. Al is mayor 
of Silverdale. • On Mar. 8 the Skyline View 
church, Harrisburg, Pa., held a winter picnic and 
roundtable to discuss the church's five-year 
evangelism plan. • The youth group of the 
Souderton, Pa., church participated in the 
Kenbrook Bible Camp spring workday, Apr. 4. • 
The Speedwell Heights church, Lititz, Pa., had 
a light meal and footwashing service on Maundy 
Thursday. The youth presented a skit on Easter. 
• The Stowe, Pa., congregation was invited to 
Quakertown Mar. 29 to celebrate the fifth 
anniversary of the New Covenant church. 
Canadian Conference 
The music group Exaltation from Emmanuel 
Bible College ministered Mar. 8 to the Bridle-
wood congregation, Agincourt, Ont. • Spiritual 
renewal services with Bill Anderson concluded 
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Mar. 1 at the Cheapside church, Nanticoke, Ont. 
• The Covenant congregation, Penetanguishene, 
Ont., participated in an ecumenical Good Friday 
service. • The "How to Really Love Your Teen-
ager" video series was shown Mar. 11 at the 
Delisle, Sask., church. • Gordon Gooderham led 
nightly services Mar. 29—Apr. 2 for the Falls 
View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont. The 
church received nine new members on Mar. 8. • 
Bedsaul Agee led revival services Feb. 24—Mar. 
1 at the Fordwich, Ont., church. • The youth of 
the Heise Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., had 
a Mar. 17 service project at Yonge St. Mission. 
A concert by The Singing Hills and a message by 
Henry Ginder were features of the Mar. 27-29 
missions conference. 
Young adults of the Houghton congrega-
tion, Langton, Ont., had a "Hawaiian Night" on 
a cold, snowy Mar. 13. The film "The Radicals" 
was shown on Mar. 22. Bishop Shaw officiated 
at a deacon installation Mar. 29. • On Mar. 1 the 
Kindersley, Sask., congregation saw the video 
"Captive Faith." Secret sisters night was Mar. 16 
with speaker Cheryl McNeil. • The March-April 
sermon series at the Massey Place church, 
Saskatoon, Sask., was "The Six Wonders of 
God." • On Mar. 15 the North East Commu-
nity church, Calgary, Alb., had "bring a friend" 
Sunday with a potluck meal after the service. 
Mar. 22 was a missions focus with speakers Art 
and Helen Dick, workers from Mtshabezi, Zim-
babwe. • Member Mary Lewis of the Orchard 
Creek fellowship, St. Catharines, Ont., spent 10 
days recently with an InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship project in Mississippi. • The Oak 
Ridges, Ont., congregation received five new 
members Mar. 1. Terry Burton led revival meet-
ings Mar. 16-22. 
On Mar. 28 the Port Colborne, Ont., con-
gregation enjoyed sausage making and a potluck 
fellowship event. • On Mar. 8 the Ridgemount 
congregation, Hamilton, Ont., received a new 
member. In the evening William Redpath and 
Christie Latta were featured in a hymn sing. • 
The Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont., 
had a Mar. 20-22 Bible conference with Vergil 
Gingerich. • The Pioneer Clubs of the Sherk-
ston, Ont., church sponsored a craft and hobby 
night Mar. 7. • The Springvale, Ont., church 
had two events on Mar. 10: the leadership team 
met to consider expansion and a youth minister; 
the ladies' Coffee Plus saw the tape "God Uses 
Cracked Pots" with Patsy Clairmont. • "Faith 
Has Its Reasons" was the March sermon series at 
the Upper Oaks church, Oakville, Ont. • The 
Valleyview church, Calgary, Alb., had a Mar. 13 
Kid's Klub pizza and video night. Arthur and 
Helen Dick from Zimbabwe were missions 
Sunday guests Mar. 22. A drama team from 
Prairie Bible Institute presented "Face to Face" 
on Mar. 29. • On Mar. 30 the Wainfleet, Ont., 
congregation had a dinner with speakers Alvin 
and Thata Book speaking about Venezuela. The 
church hosted the CAN-AM quiz tourney on 
Apr. 4. • Four were baptized on Mar. 15 at the 
Westheights church, Kitchener, Ont. In the 
evening Jeff House of the Clarence Center 
church (Atlantic Conference) spoke about his 
recent trip to the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (formerly U.S.S.R) to share the gospel. 
Central Conference 
The Amherst congregation, Massillon, Ohio, 
took up an offering Mar. 22 for the MCC Soviet 
food assistance program. • The Ashland, Ohio, 
congregation hosted Regional Conference Mar. 
27-28. • Celeste Schiller and Fred Holland were 
recent missions speakers for the Bethel congre-
gation, Merrill, Mich. • On Mar. 4 the Beulah 
Chapel congregation, Springfield, Ohio, saw a 
video from Underground Evangelism, "Harvest 
in the Land," about the need for Christ in Ro-
mania. • The men's fellowship of the Christian 
Union church, Garrett, Ind., meets every other 
E.V. Timelines^ 
100 Years Ago 
May 1, 1892 issue—from the editor: "We have been expecting a statement 
from the Brethren of the Black Creek district, of Ontario, respecting the arrange-
ments for General Conference to be held there this spring; but up to this date no 
report of arrangements have been sent us. We will then briefly state from mem-
ory what we know. Conference will convene at the Black Creek meeting house, 
May the 18th, 1892, at 10 a.m " 
75 Years Ago 
May 21, 1917 issue—George Detweiler, in his editorial [referring to the 
beginnings of the United Brethren in Christ Church, then celebrating its 150th 
anniversary]: "The information of that early beginning has come to us through 
traditional and we presume it is true. In this very general revival there were many 
. . . ministers, such as Otterbein and others, were made alive spiritually, and began 
to preach differently from what they did before, and aged fathers of long ago told 
us that the matter of forming two fellowships hinged on the form of water bap-
tism—our brethren favoring only one form of baptism—triune immersion. As a 
natural result two churches were organized that were alike on every line except 
the water baptism." 
Same issue—Two letters were run, one from Nhosini Matsombe and one 
from Tuyane D. Sithole, earnestly entreating the North American church to 
send a missionary to the church in Africa. 
50 Years Ago 
May 11, 1942 issue—A lead article, 'The Providing Rock," by Henry A. 
Ginder begins: "In the time when National leaders have their faces turned toward 
certain countries because of the wealth and the provisions they contain, and use 
military equipment and force to gain power over such provisions, let us draw 
aside a bit and consider the riches of the Rock.. . ." 
Same issue—announcement of the prepublication price of $3.00 for Eld. A. 
W. Climenhaga's History of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
25 Years Ago 
May 8,1967 issue—In the editorial, J. N. Hostetter writes, "Places of poten-
tial for prime good suffer the most violent attempts at destruction. This identifies 
a home. Capable of immeasurable good, it can sink to a veritable 'hell' on earth. 
. . . To God, family life is heart and soul of the human race. To Satan, it repre-
sents that which must be destroyed. Good family life and good character are syn-
onymous." 
10 Years Ago 
May 25, 1982 issue—announcement of the release of the autobiography of 
C. N. Hostetter, Jr., Messenger of Grace, at the pre-Conference price of $5.00. 
Same issue—In an article by C. W. Boyer articulating the position in favor of 
membership for children, he quotes J. N. Hostetter: "When due to floods, T. A. 
Long from Texas wasn't able to get to the Manor church for the beginning of the 
revival which started in late 1913 and continued into 1914, Father substituted.... 
I was saved, along with brothers Henry and C. N., and also three Heisey broth-
ers, Henry, Paul and John, Roy and Leighton Mann, and many others. We were 
baptized in May, 1914, in the Susquehanna River, while a crowd of approxi-
mately 500 watched from the bank. I was nine when I was saved, and . . . 
received into the church." 
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Pictured left to right at the Mar. 22 
groundbreaking service for the 
Christian education addition of the 
Martinsburg, Pa., church: Glenn 
E. Miller, building committee 
chairman; Gerald Slagenweit, 
head trustee; Letta Stern, youngest 
member; Albert Kauffman, build-
ing contractor; Barbara Stern, 
next to oldest member (born in 
1909); and Rev. Earl E. Herr, pas-
tor. The congregation decided in 
1985 to build when 50 percent of 
construction costs were in hand. 
As of 1991, over $123,000 had 
been raised. The original building 
was built in 1868 across the street 
from the present church, complet-
ed in 1910. Remodeling was done 
in 1958, and a parsonage added 
in 1971. 
Tuesday evening. • Jack McClane spoke Mar. 
25 to the Fairview congregation, Englewood, 
Ohio. On Mar. 1 a Sunday school class began 
based on the TEAM approach to outreach. Sixty-
five persons participated in a Mar. 15 "Who's 
Coming to Dinner?" • Clark Miller has resigned 
effective in June from the pastorate of the 
Highland congregation, West Milton, Ohio. • 
On Mar. 14 the Lakeview congregation, Good-
rich, Mich., planned a trip to Indian Springs 
Metro Park to see maple sugar tree tapping, fol-
lowed by a pancake supper at home. Fifty per-
sons attend Barnabas group meetings. 
On Mar. 29 Perry Yoder, Professor of Old 
Testament at Associated Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary, spoke to the Nappanee, Ind., congre-
gation on "Jesus Is Our Peace." • The Moore-
town church, Sandusky, Mich., dedicated their 
new debt-free addition on Easter Sunday. • At 
the Peace Chapel church, Ravenna, Ohio, a pas-
tor's salary fund has been established with the 
goal of reaching full-time pastor status by Aug. 
1. A steering committee began meetings on Mar. 
8. • The youth of the Pleasant Hill, Ohio con-
gregation planned a biking outing for Mar. 14. A 
"getting to know you" dinner was held Mar. 18. 
• The junior church of the Sippo Valley church, 
Massillon, Ohio, had a progressive dinner on 
Apr. 4. Sunday school classes began Mar. 29. • 
Tom Tatem has completed his credentialing 
work and was installed Apr. 5 as fully recog-
nized pastor of the Valley Chapel congregation, 
East Canton, Ohio. 
Midwest Conference 
A Mar. 1 dinner at the Abilene, Kan., church 
launched a new program which involves secret 
prayer partners being revealed at a monthly din-
ner. • On Mar. 11, the Mound Park congrega-
tion, Dallas Center, Iowa, hosted a community 
Lenten breakfast. In the evening Ed Rickman 
from the Brethren in Christ stewardship office 
spoke. • Andrew Begaye brought a doctrinal 
study on the Holy Spirit to the Navajo Chapel 
congregation, Bloomfield, N.M., on Mar. 6, 7. • 
The Midwest pastors' and spouses' retreat was 
Mar. 22-25. • Chris Freels began as youth pastor 
Mar. 1 at the Oklahoma City, Okla., church. 
On each night, Mar. 2-28, the congregation had 
a phone campaign called "Overview Invite 
10,000" to invite people to the Easter service. • 
The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Kan., joined 
the ABC kids and youth group on Mar. 18 for an 
Irish ice cream night. On Mar. 19 the youth host-
ed teens from Oakwood fellowship, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., for games and fellowship. • On 
Mar. 13 the Zion church, Abilene, Kan., had a 
two-hour seminar on family finances led by Ed 
Rickman. The congregation hosted Regional 
Conference Mar. 20-21. 
Pacific Conference 
The Chino, Calif., church recently hosted 
Regional Conference. Friday night rally leader 
was Perry Engle; speaker was Warren Hoffman. 
• The Moreno congregation, Moreno Valley, 
Calif., began a second adult Sunday school class 
on Mar. 1, and held a membership class Mar. 21. 
Donald Shafer was guest speaker Mar. 8. • 
Former interim pastor Frank Haskins led a series 
of meetings on four March Sunday nights on the 
holy life for the Pacific Highway congregation, 
Salem, Ore. The congregation participated in the 
Chapel of the Air 50-Day Adventure. • The 60-
voice Wheaton College Concert Choir sang Mar. 
9 for the Upland, Calif., church. • On Mar. 4, 
Ash Wednesday, all home fellowship groups of 
the Walnut Valley congregation, Walnut, Calif., 
combined for worship at a local home. The con-
gregation gave a baby shower Mar. 15 for Janet 
Donner, wife of the assistant pastor. 
Southeast Conference 
The youth of the Bloomington Chapel con-
gregation, Columbia, Ky., are collecting alu-
minum cans to pay their way to youth camp. • 
Paul Hostetler shared his Cooperative Ministries 
slide presentation on Mar. 1 with the Commun-
ity Bible congregation, Sarasota, Fla. The youth 
had a yard sale Mar. 14 to fund their trip in April 
to Atlanta to see a passion play and hear Charles 
Stanley preach. The church received five new 
members on Mar. 15. • The Holden Park con-
gregation, Orlando, Fla., has changed the for-
mat of their Sunday evenings to a "training 
hour." The first one focused on guest awareness. 
• Rick Heisey began a series on economic justice 
on Mar. 15 in the Sunday congregational life 
hour of the Winchester, Va., church. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Big Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., 
participated in the MCC grocery bag project. An 
offering Mar. 4 for the Wanezi Clinic ambulance 
was more than $155.00. • The Carlisle, Pa., 
church designated Mar. 15 as teacher apprecia-
tion Sunday. Persons were urged to write a note 
or otherwise encourage their teachers. • Sherman 
Shaffer of the Cedar Grove congregation, 
Mifflintown, Pa., provided music and Pastor 
Letner spoke Apr. 4 for the community men's 
Lenten prayer breakfasts Mar. 7—Apr. 18. Keith 
Walker from Lancaster Bible College was Youth 
Day speaker Mar. 22. • The men's fellowship of 
the Cedar Heights church, Mill Hall, Pa., had a 
white elephant sale on Mar. 3. The Committee on 
Home sponsored a Mar. 15 talent show and fin-
ger food fellowship. • The Colyer church, 
Centre Hall, Pa., hosted a children's 5-Day Club 
on Tuesdays from Mar. 3—Apr. 7. 
A spring all-church supper Mar. 28 at the 
Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa., was 
Italian potluck. On Mar. 8 the Pioneer Clubs 
went for a games social at Paxton Street Home. 
• On Mar. 29 the children of the Dillsburg, Pa., 
church presented "Down by the Creekbank." The 
congregation participated in the 50-Day 
Adventure, 'The Family God Wants Us to Be." 
• Don and Becky Shank (Zimbabwe) and John 
and Lucille Graybill (Japan) spoke at the Feb. 
29-Mar. 1 missions conference of the Fairview 
church, Reesers Summit, Pa. • The Grantham, 
Pa., church hosted the Mar. 23 Christian 
Holiness Association pre-convention rally with a 
chorale from Indiana Wesleyan University and 
Thomas Hermiz, speaker. On Apr. 5 the chancel 
choir presented an adaptation of an ancient 
Tenebrae service. • The video "Witnesses of 
Jehovah" was shown Mar. 1 to the Jemison 
Valley congregation, Westfield, Pa. Don Zook 
and Ed Rickman led a stewardship seminar on 
Mar. 28-29. 
Speakers in the Mar. 15 adult Sunday school 
class of the Locust Grove congregation, York, 
Pa., were Don and Becky Shenk from 
Zimbabwe. John Shock led a winter quarter class 
on "Heaven help the home." • The MCC Youth 
Discovery Team ministered on Mar. 18 to the 
Marsh Creek congregation, Howard, Pa. • The 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation had spiritual 
life week services Mar. 8-11 with Robert 
Hempy. Moving week was Mar. 22-28, with the 
first service in the new church on Mar. 29. • On 
Mar. 22-25 Jack Ludlam, Chaplain at Trans 
World Radio in the Netherlands Antilles, led 
spring evangelistic meetings for the Redland 
Valley congregation, York Haven, Pa. Mickey 
Holiday provided music. The church took up a 
special offering Mar. 15 for a new lighted church 
sign. • On Mar. 29 the clown ministry, CoCo 
and Co., gave a presentation at the Wesley 
church, Mt. Holly Springs, Pa. 
For The Record 
Births 
Bittinger: Tara Delena, Mar. 26; Paul and 
Sherry (Lauk) Bittinger, Chambersburg congre-
gation, Pa. 
Chesney: Jonathan Tyler, Feb. 23; John and 
Kelly (Goss) Chesney, Elizabethtown congre-
gation, Pa. 
Dodds: Tanner Addison, Mar. 5; Edward and 
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Carol (Newswanger) Dodds, Manor congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Dutweiler: Caroline Mary, Mar. 21; Jed and 
Fione Dutweiler, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Eisenberger: Nathan James, Nov. 30, 1991; 
James and Carol Eisenberger, Refton congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Eppig: Christopher Douglas, Mar. 19; Bill 
and Julie Eppig, Cumberland Valley congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Esh: Tyler Dean, Mar. 9; Samuel and Sue 
(Lapp) Esh, Refton congregation, Pa. 
Everhart: Justin Alan, Dec. 22, 1991; Steve 
and Terrina Everhart, Canoe Creek congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Fellenbaum: Chad Allen, Mar. 23; Jeffrey 
and Valerie (High) Fellenbaum, Manor congre-
gation, Pa. 
Frederick-Irizarry: Jennifer Marie, Dec. 6, 
1991; Jeff Frederick and Carmen Irizarry, New 
Covenant congregation, Pa. 
Gornick: Bradley William, Mar. 19; William 
and Bonnie Gornick, Palmyra congregation, Pa. 
Greco: Tristan Dominic, Feb. 25; Anthony 
and Beth (Cober) Greco, Westheights congre-
gation, Ont. 
Growcott: Justine Renee, Mar. 9; Peter and 
Muriel (Costello) Growcott, Wainfleet congre-
gation, Ont. 
Herr: Michael Ryan, Mar. 23; Robert and 
Joann (Kready) Herr, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Andrew Paul, Feb. 20; Dale and 
Rosemary (Witmer) Hess, Refton congregation, 
Pa. 
Hoover: Amber Lynn, July 6, 1987; chosen 
daughter of Wendell and Dorothy (Chupp) 
Hoover, Nappanee congregation, Ind. 
Hunt: Cory Douglas, Mar. 22; Ramon and 
Donna (McMichael) Hunt, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Jacoby: Emily Kathryn, Feb. 7; Mark and 
Terri (Krause) Jacoby, Lancaster congregation, 
Pa. 
Keller: Wesley James, Mar. 19; Steve and 
Joyce (Kaiser) Keller, New Guilford congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Landis: Ashley Dawn, Mar. 14; Joe and 
Kelly (Paul) Landis, Souderton congregation, 
Pa. 
LaVenice: Erin Rebecca, Feb. 29; Michael 
and Deborah (Ross) LaVenice, Manor congre-
gation, Pa. 
Long: Jeremy Michael Dunkin, Mar. 12; 
Steven and Cottie Long, Palmyra congregation, 
Pa. 
Lupoid: Lindsey Leann, Mar. 7; Kenneth 
and Margaret (Houser) Lupoid, Pequea congre-
gation, Pa. 
Metzler: Lukas Richard, Mar. 10; Steven 
and Vicki (Fairbanks) Metzler, Chambersburg 
congregation, Pa. 
Miles: Tessa Nicole, Mar. 7; Terry and 
Trudy (Espenshade) Miles, Elizabethtown con-
gregation, Pa. 
Mowen: Benjamin Bradford, Feb. 14; Brad 
and Stacey (Harbaugh) Mowen, Five Forks con-
gregation, Pa. 
Murr: Collin Daniel, Mar. 6; Robert and 
Lois (Rlioads) Murr, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Pifer: Kaylyn Danielle, Feb. 25; Craig and 
Janeen (Nester) Pifer, Manheim congregation, 
Pa. 
Reed: Adam James, Mar. 24; Jamie and Pam 
(Scheidel) Reed, Nappanee congregation, Ind. 
Reed: Jordan Benjamin, Mar. 10; Jeff and 
Janet Reed, Cumberland Valley congregation, 
Pa. 
Rice: Brianne Katelyn, Mar. 18; Dale and 
Cheryl (Thrush) Rice, New Guilford congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Ryder: Blake Allan, Mar. 8; Rick and Anissa 
(Horton) Ryder, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Sangrey: Kara Nichole, Mar. 26; Gerald and 
Laura (Waughtel) Sangrey, Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Sherk: Matthew, Mar. 23; Jeff and Colleen 
Sherk, Springvale congregation, Ont. 
Stence: Emily Joy, Mar. 8; Rick and Kathy 
(Klinger) Stence, Free Grace congregation, Pa. 
Stottlemyer: Gregory Lee, Feb. 10; Dale and 
Debbie Stottlemyer, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Summy: Jeffrey Scott, Mar. 8; Scott and 
Lynda (Getz) Summy, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Wingerd: Joshua Ryan, Feb. 2; Greg and 
Lisa (Engle) Wingerd, Upland congregation, 
Calif. 
Weddings 
Akin - Eyster: Vera Eyster, Thomas, Okla., 
and Edward Akin, Thomas, May 18, 1991, at 
Bethany Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Charles M. Rickel officiating. 
Bechdel - Kern: Deneen Lynette Kern, 
daughter of Shirley Smith and the late Donald 
Kern, Maddisonburg, Pa., and Paul Dennis, son 
of Paul and Bernice Bechdel, Howard, Pa., Feb. 
28, at Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John L. Bundy officiating. 
Cober - Roth: Charlotte, daughter of Mervin 
and Marjoria Roth, New Hamburg, Ont., and 
Marvin, son of Donold and Ellen Cober, 
Wellesley, Ont., Feb. 8 at Nith Valley Mennonite 
Church with Rev. Trevor Main officiating. 
Gerhart - Garis: Leslie Renee Garis, daugh-
ter of Glenn Garis and Mary Swartly. and Chuck 
Gerhart, Feb. 1, at Souderton Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Joe Hyatt and Rev. Kevin 
Ryan officiating. 
Gingrich - Myer: Deanne K., daughter of 
Marlin and Marcella Myer, Manheim, Pa., and 
Eric, son of Shirley Gingrich, Lancaster, Pa., 
Dec. 28, 1991, at Manheim Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Keith A. Tyson officiating. 
Peachey - Trussell: Aremina Mae, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. John C. Trussell, Grantham, 
Pa., and Allen Ray, son of Mr. and Mrs. Simon 
J. Peachey, Belleville, Pa., Mar. 14, at 
Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Richard Lehman and Rev. Ken Hepner offi-
ciating. 
Roush - Lehman: Beth Elaine, daughter of 
Robert and Edith Lehman, Dillsburg, Pa., and 
David Richard, son of Mr. and Mrs. James 
Roush, Shermansdale, Pa., Mar. 7, at 
Mechanicsburg Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Steven Lehman and Rev. Ken Hepner offi-
ciating. 
Obituaries 
Akin: Alma Eyster Deck Akin, born July 12, 
1917, daughter of Ray and Miriam Eyster, died 
Dec. 17, 1990. Preceding her in death were her 
husband, Elmer Deck; and two brothers, Alvin 
and Ira Eyster. Surviving are her husband, 
Edward Akin; a son, Alan Deck; two daughters, 
Joanne Buckmaster and Carol Baskett; a brother, 
Melvin Eyster; and four sisters, Naomi Cassel, 
Agnes Eyster, Vera Eyster, and Lela Engle. She 
was a member of the Bethany congregation, 
Okla., and active in community affairs. The 
funeral was held at the church with Rev. Charles 
Rickel and Rev. Darryl Owen officiating. 
Interment was in Thomas Cemetery. 
Brandt: Mabel Brandt, born June 19, 1895, 
died Oct. 23,1991. Surviving are two sons, Roy 
and Allen; and three daughters, Grace Maurer, 
Mary Harnish, and Elizabeth Peiffer. She was the 
oldest member of the Manheim congregation, 
Pa. The funeral service was held at the Buch Fu-
neral Home with Rev. Roy J. Peterman officiat-
ing. Interment was in the Mastersonville church 
cemetery. 
Bricker: Flora L. Bricker, born Sept. 25, 
1913, daughter of Abram and Barbara Sandoe 
Wenger, died Mar. 25. Preceding her in death 
was her husband, Martin W. Bricker. Surviving 
are a daughter, Anna Wolgemuth; two sons, 
Harold W. and Donald E.; three sisters, Edna 
Baer, Annie Hock, and Dorothy Kanode; and a 
brother, Melvin Wenger. She was a member of 
the Chambersburg, Pa., congregation where she 
taught Sunday school and was a member of the 
sewing circle for many years. She was an avid 
quilter and painter. In her earlier years she was 
employed by the Stanley Co., then later helped 
her husband operate their farm. The funeral was 
held at the church with Rev. Douglas Kelchner 
and Rev. Kevin Witter officiating. Interment was 
in Air Hill Cemetery. 
Brubaker: Mark Christian Brubaker, born 
Sept. 20, 1923, in Sterling, Ohio, died Mar. 26. 
Surviving is his wife, Doris. He was a member of 
the Ontario, Calif., congregation where the funer-
al was held with Rev. Ralph Wenger and Rev. 
Scot Zagol officiating. Interment was in Bellevue 
Mausoleum. 
Clauser: Pearl A. Hoffman Clauser, born 
Sept. 21, 1906, daughter of Charles C. and 
Emma E. Hartzell Hoffman, died Feb. 25. 
Surviving are 2 daughters, Vivian P. Gruber and 
Lorraine J. Kachline; 6 grandchildren; 12 great-
grandchildren; and a brother, Walter. She was a 
graduate of the former Eastern Pilgrim College 
with a degree in ministry. The funeral was held 
at the Silverdale, Pa., church, where she was a 
member, with Rev. Frederick L. Geib and Rev. 
Omer King officiating. Interment was in 
Evangelical Upper Milford Cemetery. 
Deter: Catherine Deter, born Feb. 15, 1915, 
daughter of George W. and Minnie Brechbill 
Wingert, died Mar. 8. Preceding her in death 
were her husband, Charles H. Deter in 1975; 
three sisters; and five brothers. Surviving are a 
daughter, Mary R. Deter; a son, Charles Eugene; 
three grandchildren; a sister, Ruth B. Wingert; 
and two brothers, George B. and Paul B. 
Wingert. She was a licensed practical nurse for 
36 years, employed at Chambersburg Hospital, 
and was a member of the Five Forks congrega-
tion, Pa. Services were held at the New Guilford 
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NOTHING motivates people to evalu-ate priorities like a shortage of 
resources. The difficult economic cir-
cumstances we have experienced have 
caused many people to question their 
priorities in handling of resources. 
It has recently been reported that the 
American people spend more money 
on dog food than on foreign missions. 
We spend more on chewing gum than 
on missions. The fact is that evangelical 
Christians are giving only 2.4 percent of 
their adjusted gross income to the 
Lord's work. The Internal Revenue 
Service reports that all Americans give 
an average of 1.7 percent of their 
adjusted gross income to charitable 
organizations. These figures reveal 
much about our priorities. 
When it comes to adjusting our pri-
orities, it seems we have some very 
strange criteria by which we make those 
adjustments. One of the first priorities 
to be cut is our giving. Obviously, there 
are rational reasons for this. Or are 
there?... 
Perhaps we should review how we 
make priority decisions in our personal 
lives. Or perhaps we should review how 
we make priority decisions in certain 
categories. By reflecting on a few 
Christian principles, we can personally 
rate our own "giving" priorities and the 
way we arrive at them. Consider these 
principles for Christians: 
1. Our giving reflects the level of 
our recognition of God's ownership. 
How strongly do we believe this? 
2. Our giving is a reflection of our 
spiritual commitment. How deeply have 
we committed ourselves? 
3. Our giving is a reflection of the 
priorities of our lives. 
4. Our giving is a criterion by which 
God blesses us. "Give and it shall be 
given unto you." "Bring the whole tithe 
into the storehouse... Test me in this 
. . . and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that you will not have 
enough room for it" (Malachi 3:10). 
5. Our giving is a reflection of our 
eternal perspective. Robbing God has 
eternal consequence (Malachi 3:9). 
When we seriously consider the 
above principles, we are reminded that 
many of our priorities are set by default 
and not by logical and spiritual plan-
ning. It is easy to fall into the trap of 
maintaining our normal lifestyle at the 
expense of our spiritual priorities. The 
lifestyles we develop in times of pros-
perity can become the norm, the neces-
sary, and the need in times of econom-
ic leanness. The consequence is a loss 
of perspective in setting priorities. The 
visible gets the attention—the invisible 
is put on hold. 
It would be wise for us to reflect on 
Paul's words which relate to the diffi-
culty of setting priorities: "Therefore 
we do not lose heart. Though outward-
ly we are wasting away, yet inwardly 
we are being renewed day by day. For 
our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that 
far outweighs them all. So we fix our 
eyes not on what is seen, but on what is 
unseen. For what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal" (2 Cor-
inthians 4:16-18). 
Setting right priorities demands set-
ting right spiritual perspectives. Don't 
lose sight of the fact that spiritual prin-
ciples don't always make sense to the 
unspiritual mind. Jesus said: "Whoever 
finds his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for my sake will find it" 
(Matthew 10:39). 
It may not make good common 
sense to give when you are facing a per-
sonal shortage. But faith always takes 
precedence over common sense for a 
Christian. God has promised to be faith-
ful to those who are faithful in giving. 
Jack R. Taylor says, "Nowhere is 
there the command to give without a 
promise of return on the investment." 
Paul said in 2 Corinthians 9:6: 
"Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generous-
ly will also reap generously." This is 
the simple promise that God will give 
back more than we give—the more you 
sow, the more you will reap. 
In God's economy, giving is a prior-
ity. Let's not make it less because our 
priorities have shifted. God's way is the 
right way. 
W. Edward Rickman is Director of 
Stewardship U.S.A. 
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church with Rev. Wilbur F. Besecker and Rev. 
Robert D. Verno officiating. Interment was in the 
New Guilford cemetery. 
Heir: Robert C. Herr, born Jan. 6, 1908, son 
of C. Willis and Edna Girvin Herr, died Mar. 
13. Preceding him in death was his wife Sarah 
(Reese) in 1972. Surviving are 4 daughters, Sally 
Alecxih; Ruth Powers, Helen Sisco, and Nancy 
McNamara; a son, Willis; 19 grandchildren; and 
27 great-grandchildren. He worked the family 
farm from 1923-43, then purchased and operat-
ed Herr's Fruit Farm until 1968. He had been a 
member of the Mountville, Pa., Lions Club, and 
treasurer and president of Manor Township 
Supervisors. In his retirement he was a beekeep-
er. Robert was a member of the Manor church 
where the funeral was held with Rev. Robert L. 
Sheetz officiating. Interment was in 
Longenecker's Reformed Mennonite Cemetery. 
Hostetter: John N. Hostetter, born Jan. 4, 
1904, son of Christian N. and Ella B. Hostetter, 
died Mar. 1. Surviving 
are his wife, Nellie M. 
(Orren); 2 sons, J. 
Norman and Kenneth 
R.; a daughter, Winifred 
H. Worman; a brother, 
Henry N.; 8 grandchil-
dren; and 16 great-
grandchildren. He pas-
tored the Clarence 
Center, N.Y., congrega-
tion for 34 years; was a 
bishop of the Brethren in Christ Church; and 
edited the Evangelical Visitor for 20 years. He 
was instrumental in the planning and develop-
ment of Messiah Retirement Village. John was a 
member of the Messiah Village church where 
the funeral service was held with Dr. Henry 
Ginder and Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating. 
Interment was in Grantham Memorial Park. 
Tribute 
Like Saint John of the New Testament, John 
Hostetter was a disciple of love. He loved the 
Lord Jesus. He loved our church. He loved his 
family. And he loved youth enough to take a 
stand for change when many weren't ready for 
change in the church. 
We honor John for his gifts to the church. He 
served us well as pastor, evangelist, general 
church editor, bishop, member of numerous 
boards, and leader in the planning and develop-
ment of Messiah Village. 
John leaves us a legacy of wisdom. When 
he spoke at our General Conference meetings, he 
was heard with respect. We honor a family man, 
a friend, a writer, a church leader, a fellow labor-
er in the kingdom of God, a person known affec-
tionately to both young and old as "Brother 
John." 
He was a man of passion and compassion. He 
was willing to speak or write out of deep con-
viction, but he truly cared for others with broth-
erly kindness. We are blest with memories of 
his preaching and of his editorials and articles in 
the Evangelical Visitor. 
Brother John would enjoy a round of golf or 
patiently listen and weep with a hurting friend. 
He was a churchman in our midst. He was one 
who, by his example, taught us to look up, to 
laugh, to love, and to lift. 
We honor John N. Hostetter and express to 
his wife Nellie our heartfelt sympathy. We also 
thank his family for the life that they shared 
among us. At this time of grief and sorrow our 
hope is in the living Lord Jesus whom John 
loved and served. 
R. Donald Shafer 
General Secretary, Board of Administration 
Tribute 
From his appointment to the Publication 
Board in 1946 until he moved out of the Central 
Conference Bishop's Office at Evangel Press in 
Nappanee, Ind., in 1972, John N. Hostetter was 
continuously related to the publishing ministries 
of the Brethren in Christ. For 20 of those years, 
1947-1967, John served as editor of the Visitor. 
Then, following the death of John Zercher, he 
served as interim editor for 11 months. 
It was during his years as editor that major 
issues in the life of the church were faced. In 
John's own words, in his final editorial in 1967, 
"This 20-year period has witnessed a time of 
searching among us." John had a longer contin-
uous tenure as editor than any other, and it was 
from this vantage point that he was at the cutting 
edge of change in the life of the brotherhood. His 
concern for the unity of the church was the hall-
mark of his ministry. 
We offer sympathy to the family who grieve 
his passing today, but we rejoice with them at the 
home-going of one who served his generation 
well. May the Lord grant each of you his peace. 
Emerson C. Frey, 
Chairman, Board for Media Ministries 
Housser: John Elra Housser, born Mar. 3, 
1910, in South Cayuga, Ont., son of Ezra and 
Lavina (Smith) Housser, died Mar. 2. He was 
preceded in death by a son, Wesley; a brother, 
Joe; and a sister, Anna. Surviving are his wife, 
Susannah R. (Byer); 3 sons, Floyd, Laverne, and 
Glen; 16 grandchildren; and 24 great-grandchil-
dren. John lived most of his life in Markham, 
Ont., until 1988 when they moved to Belmore, 
Ont. The funeral was held at the Fordwich 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Charlie 
Byer (a nephew) officiating. 
Knechtel: William Knechtel died Jan. 17. 
Surviving is a daughter, Cheryl MacPherson. He 
attended the Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Officiating at the funeral was Rev. James Cober. 
Interment was in Mannheim Cemetery. 
Larvingo: Harry Largo Larvingo, born Feb. 
14,1920, died Feb. 2 in New Mexico. Surviving 
are his wife, Nellie; 4 sons, Roy, Harold, 
Raymond, and Eddie; 5 daughters, Nita, Rita, 
Letta, Bertha, and Loretta; 25 grandchildren; and 
a great-grandchild. Harry enjoyed woodcarving, 
drawing, playing the harmonica, studying the 
Bible, helping with the livestock, and playing 
with his grandchildren. In addition to Navajo, 
he spoke Apache, Spanish, and English. He also 
read Navajo fluently and assisted in translation of 
the Bible into Navajo. The funeral service was 
held at the community center of the Navajo 
Mission with Rev. Ben Stoner officiating. 
Interment was in the Mission cemetery. 
Nigh: Daniel Alvin Nigh, born June 15, 
1914, in Kindersley, Sask., son of Rev. Joram 
and Alma Nigh, died Mar. 10. Preceding him in 
death was a brother, Joseph. Surviving are his 
wife, Helen (Noyes); two sons, Glenn and Gary; 
five grandchildren; two great-grandchildren; and 
three sisters, Jennie Byer, Mayme Gingerich, 
and Abigail Sider. He had attended the Bertie 
congregation, Ont., in his youth, and the Welland 
congregation for a number of years. He accepted 
the Lord on Feb. 23,1992. The funeral was held 
at Williams Funeral Home with Rev. Ross Nigh 
(his cousin) officiating. Interment was in 
Ridgeway Memorial Cemetery. 
Peterman: Myrtle M. Peterman, bom Nov. 
29,1912, daughter of Hiram and Margaret Ann 
McCullum Marr, died Mar. 21. Surviving are 
her husband, Raymond W. Peterman; three sons, 
Ralph H., Roy J., and Howard D.; a sister, Grace 
Booker; six grandchildren; and three great-
grandchildren. Myrtle was a member of the 
Carlisle, Pa., congregation where she attended 
the Volunteer Fellowship Sunday school class, 
the Ladies' Missionary Fellowship, and taught in 
the youth and junior departments for 30 years. 
The funeral was at the church with Rev. Kenneth 
O. Hoke officiating. Interment was in 
Westminster Memorial Gardens. 
Robison: Edna Alice Shamberger Robison, 
bom Apr. 16, 1910, in Nanton, Alb., died Mar. 
19. Preceding her in death in 1990 was her hus-
band, Kenneth Marion Robison. Surviving are a 
son, Jerry L.; a grandchild; two brothers, Gene 
and John Shamberger; and a sister, Angie 
Sandner. Edna had worked at Truitt Brothers 
cannery and was a charter member of the Pacific 
Highway Community Church (Brethren in 
Christ), Ore. Services were conducted by Rev. 
Denny A. Sanders. Interment was in Restlawn 
Memory Gardens. 
Simmont: Mabel I. Keyser Simmont, bom 
Apr. 23, 1908, daughter of Bliss and Elizabeth 
Lynch, died Feb. 23. Preceding her in death were 
her husbands, Sellers Keyser in 1951; and Robert 
Simmont in 1986. Surviving are 3 daughters, 
Patricia Fleagle, Janet Yeager, and Linda Davis; 
3 sons, Harold, John, and Charles Keyser; 2 step-
daughters, Sandra Elbum and Peggy Kulp; 16 
grandchildren; 9 stepgrandchildren; 14 great-
grandchildren; 9 stepgreat-grandchildren; 4 
great-great-grandchildren; 2 sisters, Catherine 
Pittman and Alcesta Clever; 1 brother, Lloyd 
Lynch; and several nieces and nephews. She was 
a member of the Fairview Ave. congregation, 
Pa., where the funeral was held with Rev. 
Rodney White and Rev. Scott Miles officiating. 
Interment was in Green Hill Cemetery. 
Stern: Carrie E. Stem, bom Jan. 9, 1903, in 
Mifflintown, Pa., daughter of Solomon and 
Phoebe (Shirk) Lauver, died Feb. 28. Preceding 
her in death was her husband Oscar K. Stem. 
Surviving are 5 children: Ethel Brubaker, Viola 
Bums, Hubert L. Stem, Bemice E. Ferry, and 
Miriam K. Smith; 16 grandchildren; and 26 
great-grandchildren. She was a member of the 
Martinsburg, Pa., congregation where the funer-
al was held with Rev. Earl E. Herr and Rev. 
Martha Lady officiating. Interment was in 
Springhope Cemetery. 
Stiefel: Rolland E. Stiefel, bom Oct. 2,1927, 
son of Earnest and Katie Stiefel, died Mar. 13. 
Surviving are his wife, Ruby (Buckwalter); three 
sisters, Julia Endsley, Fem Bailey, and Viola 
Vonderheide; and nieces and nephews. The fam-
ily attended the Rosebank church, Kan., during 
his early years. Despite blindness he established 
a thriving piano tuning and repairing business in 
Pittsburg, Pa., and wrote String Around My 
Finger. Services were held in the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance Church with Rev. Rockwell 
Dillaman officiating. Interment was in Midway 
Mennonite Cemetery. • 
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"jMjflJLW of j^eace a column for Christian peacemakers 
Six books for peace 
and justice 
I'm always on the lookout for good 
books. When it comes to social issues, I 
especially look for books which either 
give a good basic overview of the subject 
and are not too specialized, or are suitable 
for use in Sunday school or other small 
group settings in the church. Here are six 
recent books on six different topics which 
meet at least one of those two criteria. 
Battered into Submission: The Trag-
edy of Wife Abuse in the Christian Home, 
by James and Phyllis Alsdurf (Inter-
Varsity Press, 1989). In case anyone had 
any question, the Alsdurfs present the 
results of their research into the incidence 
of wife abuse in conservative Christian 
families. They also provide helpful 
insight into the issues of forgiveness and 
reconciliation as they relate to wife abuse. 
Healing for the City: Counseling in 
the Urban Setting, by Craig Ellison and 
Edward Maynard (Zondervan, 1992). The 
authors combine evangelical faith with 
expertise on urban issues and psycholog-
ical training to offer help in dealing with 
the complex social problems present in 
large urban areas. 
10 Things Parents Should Know 
About Drug and Alcohol Abuse, by Jep 
Hosteller (Good Books, 1991). This small 
book includes bite-size pieces of helpful 
information in four categories: 10 myths, 
10 commonly asked questions, 10 things 
you can do to promote drug-free life-
styles, 10 things you can do to promote 
community involvement. 
Seeking Peace, by Titus and Linda 
Peachey (Good Books, 1991). This is a 
collection of stories from many people 
in many countries about how they worked 
at peacemaking. The stories are short and 
easy to read. Two stories from the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe 
are included. 
And Who is My Neighbor? Poverty, 
Privilege and the Gospel of Christ, by 
Gerald Schlabach (Herald Press, 1989). 
Using his voluntary service with Men-
nonite Central Committee in Central 
America as a base, Schlabach explores 
the causes of poverty and suggests a vari-
ety of appropriate Christian responses. 
Changing Lenses: A New Focus for 
Crime and Justice, by Howard Zehr 
(Herald Press, 1990). From his years of 
working with the Victim-Offender 
Reconciliation Program (VORP), Zehr 
compares retributive justice (which he 
thinks is the model used by the state) and 
restorative justice (which he believes is 
the biblical model). 
The Way of Peace column is a project of 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns. 
I Messiah College News 
College hosts Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament 
While Messiah students were on Spring Break, March 14-22, 
the 38th annual Brethren in Christ Sports Tournament for the 
Allegheny and Atlantic conferences took over the Messiah cam-
pus. Although not everyone went away with a trophy, a good 
time was had by all, contestants and spectators alike. Below are 
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Cedar Grove I 
Philadelphia Dean's List 
In addition to the recent list of students from the Grantham 
campus who made the Dean's List for the Fall of 1991, is a 
Brethren in Christ student from Messiah's Philadelphia cam-
pus. David Pierce is a senior civil engineering major from 
Nappanee, Indiana. 




by Walter Winger 
Four statements give birth to this arti-
cle—any one of them taken alone may 
not be significant, but I do find a certain 
unsettling significance in the four taken 
together. These statements—three of 
which were made by Brethren in Christ 
persons—are as follows: 
1. In a meeting of pastors, a pastor 
stated that he didn't want to offer ". . . 
simply generic Christianity. That's what 
everyone else is doing—we must offer 
people something more than thatl" 
2. In a personal conversation recently, 
a missionary told me about the need to 
indoctrinate the many new believers in 
his area of service—"We have to make 
them into Brethren in Christ Christians, 
don't we?" 
3. At a meeting of Christian workers, 
one of the featured speakers began by 
saying, "Make no mistake about it, I am a 
Calvinist—a Calvinist first, last, and 
always!" 
4. A recent letter to the Visitor where 
the writer expressed his deep desire to be 
known as an "Anabaptist-Christian." 
Did you react negatively to more than 
one of the above statements? I did—and 
I would like to express my reasons for 
this negative reaction. You see, I fear that 
we are becoming more concerned about 
perpetuating our denominational distinc-
tives than we are about communicating 
the essence of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
—or than we are about celebrating the 
kinds of emphases that bring all parts of 
the Body of Christ together. 
Let me try to make my position clear: 
I am not asking—even suggesting or 
desiring—that we should consider aban-
doning our denominational distinctives. 
For many individuals, the practice of 
some of our historic denominational dis-
tinctives is a very important part of their 
Christian experience. In the congregation 
I serve as pastor, we have people who 
wear a prayer veiling, refuse to wear a 
necktie, wash feet on Maundy Thursday, 
espouse nonresistance as a way of life, 
emphasize the values of a simple life-
style, and witness to a second definite 
work of grace. And I respect them for 
their convictions. For the most part I 
believe that these people hold their con-
victions sincerely, and honestly believe 
that they are hearing and obeying the 
voice of God, for them. 
I do, however, resist making any one 
or all of these practices the definition of 
who we are as a congregation. And I pray 
that our denominational definition will 
be somewhat more generic and inclusive 
as well. 
The principle back of each of our 
denominational distinctives is, indeed, a 
part of our Christian heritage. We need to 
promulgate a faith that links belief and 
lifestyle; we need to promote a faith that 
takes holiness seriously, that warns 
against the dangers of materialism and 
violence, and that practices what it 
preaches. 
But any good thing can be overdone, 
and thereby distorted. If a weed is prop-
erly defined as any plant growing in the 
wrong place, then a vice could be defined 
as a misplaced virtue. If the virtues noted 
in the preceding paragraph are elevated 
so high that they become the definition of 
who we are, then they are elevated too 
high. 
There are several dangers in a denom-
ination concentrating on its distinctives. 
In my opinion, three specific dangers are 
as follows: (Hmmm . . . this might make 
a three-point sermon!) 
"My distinctive is better, more Christ-
like than yours." 
"We are among a select few in Chris-
tendom who still emphasize this distinc-
tive." 
"When you fail to emphasize our dis-
tinctives, it is quite likely because you 
are uninformed, unspiritual, immature, 
self-centered, stubborn . . . (take your 
pick)." 
Now, let's look at each of these not-
so-hypothetical quotes: 
1. "My distinctive is better, more 
Christ-like, than yours." 
St. Paul had some rather stern words 
for those who ". . . followed Paul . . . 
Apollos . . . Cephas. . ." (1 Cor. l:10ff). 
Perhaps if we would read the whole pas-
sage, and insert names like "Calvin . . . 
Simons . . . Engle . . . " we would see the 
problem more clearly. 
I was already a pastor before I discov-
ered that Calvinists can be committed, 
lifestyle Christians, too. It took studying 
under a deeply committed Anglican 
(Episcopalian) Christian to show me the 
internecine nature of such canards as 
"Calvinists preach that once you are 
saved you can sin as much as you want— 
and they practice what they preach" and 
"Arminians believe that after you are 
saved you can backslide—they believe 
in being born again, and again, and 
again.. . ." 
It is good to know that the statements 
noted above are almost dead among us: 
let's be sure, however, that we do not 
give life to similar hollow, self-serving, 
exclusivistic, thoughtless definitions. For 
we are hearing statements that have an 
unnervingly similar tone as those quoted 
above. Have you heard that "Nonpacifists 
are persons who never met a war they 
couldn't love," or that "Pacifists are per-
sons who will fight with anybody, except 
the enemy"? (Both are said in jest— 
right? But sarcasm in humor sometimes 
has a rather hurtful point, doesn't it?) 
2. "We are among a select few in 
Christendom who still emphasize this dis-
tinctive. " 
You see, I have this recurring night-
mare of Mother Theresa dropping in 
unannounced on one of our camp meet-
ings—or conferences—right in the mid-
dle of a passionate sermon on the simple 
lifestyle. All right—please forgive me— 
but where did we get the idea that Ana-
baptists and Pietists alone revived the 
emphasis Christ placed on simplicity and 
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selflessness? What makes us think that 
we (Anabaptists and Pietists) are unique-
ly or primarily the present-day propo-
nents of these doctrines? Such hubris is 
really antithetical to the concept of 
Christian brotherhood, isn't it? Or, when 
we sing about our gladness in being "part 
of the family of God" are we really laud-
ing our denomination! 
3. "When you fail to emphasize our 
distinctives, it is quite likely because you 
are uninformed, unspiritual, immature, 
self-centered, stubborn . . . (take your 
pick)." 
In explaining a sense of deep commit-
ment to a particular Brethren in Christ 
distinctive, a fellow church member said 
to me recently, that ". . . you simply do 
not understand. I have studied the life of 
Christ very carefully, and I just know that 
Christ was a (distinctive). Every part of 
his teaching points in that direction. You 
really should read it!" When I asked if 
she was inferring that I didn't read the 
Bible or study the teachings of Christ, 
she became confused—but not confused 
The editorial in the December 1991 
Visitor prompted congregations to name 
delegates to General Conference as soon 
as possible so they could have "time to do 
serious homework on the issues coming 
to the 1992 Conference." I urge all the 
delegates to read carefully every piece of 
information given them regarding the 
Conference. How many of you know "an 
administrative policy was adopted mak-
ing provisions for persons to become 
members of the church without believ-
ers' baptism"? Our representative to the 
Board of Administration listed this item 
in his report, however most of the dele-
gates to the Atlantic Regional Conference 
that I talked to, including myself, missed 
this fact until it was pointed out to them. 
Those of us who are not going to General 
Conference also need to be aware of the 
issues. We must let our delegates know 
how we feel so they can properly repre-
sent us. I pray that all delegates take seri-
ously their role as spokespeople and are 
not afraid to speak out on the issues that 
arise at Conference. 
Troy Sims 
Perkasie, Pa. 
enough to be willing to listen to my 
understanding of the Scriptures she had 
quoted. 
I felt excluded, shut out, pitied. I was 
a Philistine—in her eyes—and she was a 
part of the Children of Israel. That is not 
a very comfortable, family-like feeling. 
Wouldn't it be nice if we were known 
as Christians, first? Such a singular defi-
nition would place us in the stream of 
orthodox Christianity that flows all the 
way from Pentecost to the present. If we 
saw ourselves primarily as Christians, we 
would joyfully identify with and learn 
from other aspects of the Christian faith. 
We would see ourselves as part of the 
Christian mosaic in which we reflect a 
certain glory and in which all other 
Christian groups reflect God's glory as 
well. 
Several research groups (Barna, 
Church Growth, etc.) have shown 
through careful surveys that denomina-
tional distinctives are about the last thing 
searching, spiritually hungry young cou-
ples want to consider in looking for a 
Christian congregation with which to 
identify. In fact, highlighting denomina-
tional distinctives is a put-off to today's 
prototype searchers; not that they disdain 
distinctives per se, but that they don't 
want to see the distinctives as a threshold 
to acceptance in the group. 
While the purpose of this paper is not 
to discuss denominational distinctives as 
aids or hindrances to church growth, it 
seems to me that any denominational 
incentive or approval for evangelism and 
nurture planning should consider the 
product, the packaging, and the market 
response to both the product and the 
packaging. 
I suppose that every one of us can tell 
a story that seems to contradict the argu-
ment in the preceding paragraphs. We all 
know of persons who have come to our 
fellowship because of one or more of our 
distinctives. Doesn't that justify—even 
demand—that we promote our distinc-
tives? Yes—if we want to be a sect; no— 
if we want to be a denomination. 
For the kingdom of heaven is not 
founded on anecdotes, but on principles. 
We know the principles; let's give them 
clear and unequivocal precedence. 
Ours is a grand and diverse heritage, 
and I am loathe to see us disparage any 
aspect of it. Yet that is precisely what we 
do when we disdain generic Christianity, 
or lift a few aspects of the faith to prece-
dence in a hyphenated description of who 
we are as a denomination. 
I do not want to be known as the pas-
tor of a hyphenated aspect of Christianity. 
For me, the label Brethren in Christ will 
suffice—it clearly points to family in our 
Lord, and even has a scriptural base. Of 
course there will be differences and var-
ied emphases within the family. I both 
acknowledge and support these differ-
ences. But I resist lifting any of these dif-
ferences, these time-and-place labels of 
the Christian faith, to the level of denom-
inational definition. Anabaptists, Pietists, 
Calvinists, Wesleyans—all call attention 
to a bright facet of the faith. As Brethren 
in Christ we recognize some of these 
facets as part of our heritage, but why not 
put our primary emphasis on the whole 
diamond? If we would, then perhaps we 
could see more clearly the beauty of the 
many-faceted jewel. It really sparkles, 
doesn't it? 
I am not ashamed of being a Brethren 
in Christ pastor. I enjoy explaining our 
denominational positions to my col-
leagues in ministry, especially those of 
other denominations. Generally, I sense 
appreciation for the aspects of Christian 
doctrine that we as a denomination think 
are important enough to include in our 
Doctrinal Statement. (I almost always get 
a sense of genuine approval when I point 
out that our first doctrinal statement is 
the Apostles' Creed, and that the further 
explanation of our position begins with 
the Holy Scriptures.) 
But when I meet with pastors of other 
Christian congregations, we meet to cel-
ebrate the kinds of things that we have in 
common. We respect each other for our 
differences, and never dream of waving 
the difference as sine qua non to our 
faith—that is, we celebrate the fact that 
we are Christians first; we are brothers 
and sisters in Christ with denominational 
distinctives quite secondary. 
It may seem a bit Utopian, but I like to 
think that we Brethren in Christ—we who 
by our very name indicate an awareness 
of family, including all of the inferred 
and recognized differences among broth-
ers and sisters (Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob 
and Esau, Joseph and Reuben, Moses and 
Aaron, Ruth and Orpah, etc.)—could be a 
catalyst in the larger Christian family to 
bring about a climate of sharing and 
learning. We have some significant val-
ues to teach to others; others in the 
Church Universal have some lessons to 
teach us. Now, if we could all build 
bridges instead of walls. . . . 
Well, anyway, maybe we could start to 
build bridges. 
Walter Winger is the senior pastor of the 
Upland, Calif., Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Judging Judges 
I find the Book of Judges in the Bible 
a hard book to read, what with all the 
descriptions of the people of Israel doing 
"what was evil in the sight of the Lord" 
and "what was right in their own eyes." I 
don't know if all the stories that disturb 
me fall into those two categories, but I do 
know that most of the women in the book 
seem either violent or manipulative or 
victims of others' violence. 
Samson's wife and the prostitute 
Delilah were both manipulative women. 
Through nagging, they managed to con-
vince Samson to tell his secrets, first the 
meaning of the riddle about the lion and 
the honey, and then the secret of his great 
strength. What message are women sup-
posed to glean from these stories: that 
nagging works? that it's okay to manipu-
late your man to get what you want? And 
what do men learn about themselves: that 
they're not strong enough to stand up to 
nagging women? that women (especially 
nagging ones) are their downfall? 
A second disturbing example of the 
portrayal or treatment of women in 
Judges is Jephthah's daughter. Jephthah 
made a vow to the Lord that if he was 
able to defeat the Ammonites, he would 
offer as a sacrifice the first person to 
come out of his house upon his return 
home. I suppose you could argue that this 
could have been anyone, and how was 
he to know it would be his daughter? On 
the other hand, he might have known it 
was at least likely, and so why would he 
deliberately offer up his only child? Is 
there supposed to be a parallel between 
this story and Abraham's willingness to 
sacrifice Isaac to demonstrate the priori-
ty of God in his life? That makes sense, 
but doesn't erase the fact of human sacri-
fice which I find difficult to accept. 
A third story is the one about the 
Levite and his concubine. The concubine 
had run away, only to be followed and 
wooed back by the Levite. They stayed 
for several days with her father, leaving 
for home late in the day when they would 
have to find lodging somewhere along 
the way. They found a man who agreed 
to take them in, and while they were 
there, the men of the city ("a perverse 
lot") came demanding that the Levite 
come out and have sex with them. 
Instead, he gave his concubine to them 
and they "wantonly raped her, and abused 
her all through the night until morning," 
leaving her dead on the doorstep. While 
there was retribution against the 
Benjaminites for this crime, this still does 
not take away the fact that a woman was 
deemed suitable to satisfy the sexual 
needs of perverted men. 
So I ask why these stories are in the 
Bible. Some women find them so objec-
tionable that they dismiss the whole Bible 
for condoning patriarchy and the abuse of 
women. I don't want to do that, but I 
cringe as I read the stories. Of course, 
there is Deborah, who as a prophetess is 
a positive example of a female leader. 
But then it's during her period of war-
rior leadership that another woman (Jael) 
kills a commander who is fighting against 
the Israelites by driving a peg through 
his head. Hardly the sort of role model I 
want for my daughter, even if Jael's 
action did result in a victory for the peo-
ple of Israel. 
When I try to answer the question of 
why these stories are in the Bible, I come 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
up with several answers. First, they are in 
the context of a whole period of evildoing 
on the part of the Israelites. God would 
rescue them from their enemies, and they 
would soon slip back into their evil ways. 
Second, I am always comforted that the 
Bible is about real people and covers the 
full scope of humanity. It does not tell 
only the good stories about people, but 
includes their foibles and failures, big and 
small. And third, I know that the Old 
Testament is not the final word; Jesus 
ushered in a new way not only of relating 
to and treating women but also of 
responding to evil and violence. 
What this boils down to is our view of 
Scripture. Does everything have to make 
sense and fit into some perfect overall 
scheme, or can we live with unanswered 
questions? For myself, even though I 
don't like what these and other stories 
seem to suggest about women, I still 
believe that taken as a whole the Bible 
teaches that women are to be treated with 
respect and care and accepted as full and 
equal partners in marriage and in the 
church. Believing so, I can mourn for 
Jephthah's daughter and the Levite's con-
cubine and all the women today who are 
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WSMMS 
Dear Paul, 
The celebration of Easter is still fresh 
in my heart, and I am looking forward to 
Pentecost now. It was the event of that 
day that marked the beginning of power-
ful service by my brothers and sisters. 
Being filled with the Holy Spirit has pro-
duced a great change in my life, and not 
mine alone. 
Stephanos has been a powerful wit-
ness since his conversion. Formerly, he 
dealt in the slave trade through Namibia. 
His conversion was sure and swift, and 
his boldness has taken many of the 
believers here by surprise. 
Why, Stephanos actually goes to the 
coliseum where people bet on the gladia-
tors and chariots; he doesn't shy away 
from such places. In the darkest holes, 
where the most profoundly corrupt and 
immoral individuals of the city slither 
their way through life, there you'll find 
Stephanos talking to people, spending 
time with them, sharing himself and what 
Christ has done for him. Believe me, it 
caused quite a stir when Venus and her 
boyfriend Bacchus came thundering up to 
our worship service on their Harleius 
Davidius chariots. . . . I thought brother 
Sanctimoanius would have a cow! But 
they too shared how Jesus had saved 
them through the life and witness of 
Stephanos. 
A meeting was called that very day. 
Some said brother Stephanos should cut 
his hair and "cast off his earring"; while 
others said, "He should quit frequenting 
such places" and that "the people that are 
coming are not our kind of folks." 
Stephanos said something about Jesus 
coming not for the righteous but for sin-
ners to repent. . . . But he was drowned 
out by the demands that he sell his char-
iot and put on the plain toga that is the 
customary garb of the believers here. 
If it had not been for the efforts of 
some of the elders and myself, I fear 
Stephanos might have thundered off on 
his chariot and taken the new converts 
with him, or worse yet, he might have 
submitted to these brothers and sisters 
and joined them quietly sitting in their 
padded chairs and waiting for the great 
day of our Lord's return, which I fear 
will not turn out as many of them expect. 
I now see that it isn't enough that we 
fight the devil outside the church, but that 
we must fight him within our own ranks 
and even our own hearts. If we are to 
experience the deep and profound leading 
of the Spirit, we must be willing to live as 
Christ lived, being filled with his pres-
ence and going to where the sick are. 
I now understand that the Spirit never 
leads us into the comforts of religious 
homogeneity but always into the rigors of 
righteous diversity. I know that you agree 
with this and will not be shocked by my 
new earring. 
Your son in the faith, 
Onesimus 
The Back Page 
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Messiah Home. They impressed me with 
their commitment to the Lord Jesus and 
their desire to please him. I followed their 
Christian walk from that time on. I under-
stand that three times over a period of 20 
years they gave away their entire life sav-
ings. Their hearts were in the right place 
and they were willing to give. 
Level 5-Graduate level-
Faith Giving 
In Luke 12:28, 33-34 Jesus told his 
disciples to sell what they had and give to 
the poor. 
Faith giving is a way of life that 
believes God for the impossible. 
Somebody has explained that giving is 
a grace which God bestows. When we 
do faith promise giving, we give beyond 
our present resources. This is the type of 
giving which the Apostle Paul talks about 
in 2 Corinthians 8 when he describes the 
Philippians as giving out of their poverty 
and even giving more than they had. 
Following Missions Day at Roxbury, I 
received a letter from a teenager who 
wrote a letter and sent a check to the mis-
sions office and stated that on Missions 
Day she had made a faith commitment 
of $200.00. She then made the simple 
statement, "The Lord provided in many 
exciting ways and here's my check for 
$223.00." It is not surprising to see her 
still following the Lord obediently and 
joyfully. 
Our U.S. Director of Stewardship, Ed 
Rickman, tells about a little girl who, in 
response to a faith promise appeal at a 
missions conference, indicated that she 
would be making a payment of 5 cents a 
month. At the end of the faith promise 
she wrote a note at the bottom saying, 
"My daddy will pay this." That is an 
example of someone with real faith and 
who has caught the essence of faith giv-
ing. 
Conclusion 
As we think about the steps to maturi-
ty in giving, perhaps a word of caution is 
necessary. In encouraging God's people 
to advance, it may be the part of wisdom 
to suggest growth one step at a time. For 
example, if the church leadership deter-
mines that the typical level of giving in 
the congregation is somewhere between 
kindergarten impulse giving and elemen-
tary giving, the missions committee 
should not plan a crash program to bring 
everyone to the level of joyful sacrificial 
giving. On the other hand, what may not 
be appropriate in leading others may be 
quite appropriate in self-evaluation. At 
what level have I lived this past year? 
What kind of God-lover does it show me 
to be? What kind of faith have I been 
exercising in my giving? 
Love gives. God gives. He created me 
and purchased me with his own life so I 
am twice his. God treats me generously, 
not as a slave, but as a well-loved friend. 
When I give back to him some of that 
which already belongs to him, God 
responds by guaranteeing my livelihood 
and rewarding me a hundred-fold for 
every sacrifice (Luke 18:29-30). Then, 
just as if I deserve something when in 
truth I've only done what was my duty to 
do (Luke 17:10), just as if God had not 
already given me an abundant life here on 
earth, in eternity God lavishly rewards 
me all over again! 
That is God's way of giving. As we 
obey and seek God's guidance, we can 
expect to find God's will for our giving. 
Don Zook is executive director of Brethren 
in Christ Stewardship Services. 
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I've acquired an education 
On the Board of Administration. 
I feel I've gained an understanding 
Of budgets, bylaws, Vision Planning. 
On one front, though, I'm still quite dim— 
I can't decipher all the acronyms. 
I'll gladly keep the letters of the law; 
I just want to know what they mean—that's all. 
Take BOA, for goodness' sake; 
Why's it the same as the name of a snake?! 
And BOD, what does that mean? 
Is it a board or a fitness machine? 
And what's EC—that seven-man crew 
That finds BOA so much work to do: 
"Enlightened Comrades," pick of the litter, 
Or just "Exasperating Critters?" 
I've yet to mention the general boards 
Which we seem to have by the hordes. 
I'm not so sure I can name all of them. 
Let's see, I'll start with the BMM, 
And the BMD and the BCL— 
Though what they do it's hard to tell. 
Then add to that the BECP; 
It just doesn't make any sense to me. 
There's another group called the BBC; 
Are they the ones on British TV? 
The BWM I think I know, 
Don't they produce a famous auto? 
I'm not sure what's done by the BSS, 
Though with those letters, it's not hard to guess. 
If you'd prefer a much deeper look 
At what they all do, then there's a book 
Which details their work to the nth degree. 
Its name is—you guessed it—the MDG. 
It's packed with helpful information 
On every sort of abbreviation. 
It tells about the CCEL, 
And four fine fellows called GCLs 
Who used to be known as GCOs, 
But that seemed too much like CEOs, 
And they didn't want to cause irritation 
By acting like a big corporation. 
And what about "BOB"—the Board of Bishops-
Who used to meet and deal with tough issues? 
Now they're just Bishops with a director, 
The Disease of Acronymitis 
by Stuart Kelly 
Who can't be so hot, he has no letters. 
"Supervisor of Bishops," he could be, 
But who wants to be called an . . . ? 
There are still other sets of initials 
Used by the church in matters official. 
There's the CMM, which isn't the same 
As CM, the money promotion game; 
And JEF, which helps create 
A lot of interest at any rate. 
The MPF and the BHP 
Also help pastors financially, 
Although the way it works, I'm told, 
You have to get sick or else grow old. 
Then there's NCC and MCC, 
CHA and NAE 
(which in Canada is EFC)— 
Are you still able to follow me? 
I think by now you should agree 
It's very confusing in the BIC. 
And speaking of the BIC, 
Some feel very adamantly 
We need a name less chauvinistic— 
One that's not gender-specific. 
How about "Brothers and Sisters in Christ?" 
For inclusiveness that would suffice. 
The problem with the name, let's face it: 
Who wants to be in a church so BASIC? 
"Siblings in Christ" might do the trick 
If you don't mind folks thinking you're SIC(k). 
Do you see how hard it can be 
To stay letter-perfect in the BIC? 
It seems I've covered most of the groups 
Included in our alphabet soup. 
Perhaps you feel from this essay 
That such a church is A-OK, 
For we must all be VIPs 
To need as many acronyms as these. 
I think, though, it's a bit felonious 
For us to be so acronymonious. 
It's time the brotherhood faced the facts— 
We're all acronymphomaniacs. 
Stuart Kelly, pastor of the Highland Park Brethren in Christ Church, 
became a member of the Board of Administration in 1990. 
A key to the acronyms, in the order they appeared: Board of Admin-
istration; Board of Directors; Executive Committee; Board for Media 
Ministries; Board for Ministry and Doctrine; Board for Congregational Life; 
Board for Evangelism and Church Planting; Board for Brotherhood Concerns; 
Board for World Missions; Board for Stewardship Services; Manual of 
Doctrine and Government; Commission on Christian Education Literature; 
General Church Leaders; General Church Officers; chief executive officer; 
Board of Bishops; Council on Ministry and Mission; Cooperative Ministries; 
Jacob Engle Foundation; Ministers Pension Fund; Brotherhood Health Plan; 
Niagara Christian College; Mennonite Central Committee; Christian Holiness 
Association; National Association of Evangelicals; Evangelical Fellowship of 
Canada . . . you can figure out the rest. 
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Levels of giving 
by Donald R. Zook 
God doesn't need your money. The 
Bible tells us he owns the cattle on a 
thousand hills and all the silver and the 
gold in the world. But God does want our 
hearts. And our hearts and money are 
closely related. Jesus said, "Where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also." 
Giving is contrary to our natural 
instincts. But God's nature is that of giv-
ing. When we become children of God, 
then we become interested in giving 
God's way. 
Robert McQuilken, former President 
of Columbia Bible Institute and now 
Columbia University, described various 
levels of giving. I have found these help-




Many new Christians (as well as many 
who have been believers for a number of 
years) are primarily motivated to give by 
an appeal to their emotions. They see a 
need and give to it. They are attracted to 
a cause, and they support it. 
Zacchaeus exercised a type of impulse 
giving in Luke 19:8. He had just come 
into contact with Jesus. He was ready to 
leave his former life of selfish acquisi-
tiveness and to give half of his goods to 
feed the poor. He was ready to make 
restitution for everything he had taken 
from other people. In fact, he offered to 
restore fourfold. Contact with Jesus 
changed his nature. 
By definition, impulse giving is not 
planned. Although Christians should not 
lose the capacity to respond generously to 
an immediate need, impulse giving may 
in fact result in sporadic, perhaps even 
careless giving patterns. 
Level 2-Elementary level-
Tithing 
The Bible teaching about stewardship 
and giving makes it clear to us that grow-
ing Christians do not remain at the level 
of impulse giving. We find numerous 
examples in the Old Testament about 
how God's people were encouraged and 
commanded to tithe. In Luke 11:42 Jesus 
told the Pharisees that they should prac-
tice tithing and also exhibit tender mer-
cies. 
The practice of tithing moves a 
Christian to giving as a way of life. When 
I was about eight years old my mother 
told me that it was time to begin tithing. 
This was made easy for me because my 
allowance was 10 cents a week. My 
mother made it clear that it was time for 
me to begin using my own money instead 
of expecting handouts from my parents to 
put into the offering when I went to 
church. 
Malachi 3:8-9 tells that when we do 
not tithe, we are really robbing God. 
Tithing has nothing to do with either rich-
es or poverty. It has everything to do with 
a person's relationship to God. For those 
who study the Bible carefully, tithing 
becomes a matter of obedience to God's 
revealed will. 
Level 3-High School level-
Stewardship 
In Luke 16:1-13, Jesus made it clear to 
his disciples that money was a steward-
ship entrusted to God's people. Money 
belongs to God. It is something we can't 
take with us when our life here on earth is 
ended. 
Realizing that all of our possessions 
belong to God can be a very freeing expe-
rience. It can free us from the cage of 
materialistic preoccupation. We don't 
need to worry about losing the things we 
possess because they don't belong to us 
anyway. 
While serving as Executive Director 
of our denomination's mission program, 
I was talking with one of our experienced 
board members concerning the need for 
funds to finance our overseas programs. 
This good brother told me that there 
already were many dollars in the hands of 
God's people waiting to be used for his 
purposes. My main responsibility was to 
inform and inspire so that these material 
possessions could be released for min-
istry. God has arranged it so that when 
the need is there the resources are avail-
able. Usually God chooses to provide the 
resources to God's people in advance. 
Level 4-College level-
Sacrificial and Hilarious Giving 
In Luke 21:1-4 we are told that Jesus 
was watching while people put their 
money into the offering plate. Not only 
that, lie even commented publicly on the 
generosity of the givers. When he saw a 
widow contribute a tiny amount, Jesus 
told his disciples that she had put in more 
than the others. 
Not long ago a pastor used that bibli-
cal illustration to say God is more pleased 
when people give small amounts than 
when they give large amounts. But Jesus 
was commending the widow because she 
gave a large amount. Jesus merely used a 
different measuring stick. He valued con-
tributions not by the number of dollars, 
but by the proportion of resources given 
to that kept for personal use. 
Some time ago, Mother Theresa, when 
interviewed on a United States television 
station, stated, "In the United States they 
have so much. And that muchness is suf-
focating them." Somebody has observed 
that money makes miserly people miser-
able and generous people joyful. 
Jesus told us it is much more blessed 
to give than to receive. Giving actually 
benefits the giver more than it does the 
receiver. When giving is done hilarious-
ly, it brings the giver close to the heart of 
God. 
When I was growing up in Harrisburg 
I was much impressed by a husband and 
wife who were doing voluntary service at 
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